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The Age to Come lL 
: ae Millennium Doctrine Refuted. \ 








2) a | 
Ne J E can account for all the notions and 
iog/4 theories of a comine millennial reien 
and a more favored age of salvation and 
divine glory on earth, by one siugie sen- 
tence. It all grows out ofa failure to ap- 
prehend and enjoy the salvation and 
eternal glory that belongs to this last 
s and best dispensation of ‘God’s love and ~ 

mercy. And there is one sure and inevitable end to 

the entire doctrine and belief of millenniumism in 

all its maze of confusion and multiplicity of oppo- 

site theories; and that is New Testament salvation 
_and the illumination and guiding of the Holy Snirit. 
Bible holiness will soon discover to any intelligent 
mind a reign of spiritual blessedness in Christ Jesus, 

that far exceeds the fancy pictures of a literal reign 

ef Christ on earth. It isa very natural and easily ; 

‘ introduced deception of the devil, for men who live S 
so far beneath the glory of this dispensation, to 
conclude it must be reached in some future and 
. more blessed age. ,Of course we know there-awaits 
aS for the righteous, ajplace and state of eternal re- 
wards, in an ined and glorified body in heaven. 

: Yes, in heaven whizh is the place of God’s supreme 

d 1 ; ‘ 
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2 am i Bed MILLENNIUM” : 
eu arid tite home of the angels, But everything 
promised in the kingdom of God’s grace, and to be 
realized in this world, up to the moment of the gen- 
eral resurrection and the utter destruction of this 
earth, is now attainable in Christ Jesus. 

Whatever may have been the motives and sincer- 


‘ity of men who have believed in any future plan of 


salvation, all such theories are the devices -of Satan 
to deceive souls. About all doctrines of devils may 
be summed up under two heads; namely these: 


“Some other way but Christ” and “some other time | 


but now.” But the word of God positively assures 
us that there is no other saving name, no other way 
but Christ. And “behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation.” 

Universalism once taught that everybody, repar d- 
less of character, went direct to heaven from their 
dying bed. But that creed was so obnoxious to both 


-reason and the Bible, that it was generally dropped 


or exchanged for the doctrine of hell redemption. 


This theory so directly opposite to the word otf God, - 


was also found untenable and it was necessary 
to revise the creed and give it a new dress; and 
thus the “AGE TO CoME” creed has been devised by 
the father of lies, and for the same object the for- 
mer theories were propagated; namely, to turn 


men's eyes from Christ, the only hope of a lost 
world, and from ‘‘Now,” the only day of salvation. 


In this little booklet we shall treat all together, the 
many different doctrines called “The Age to Come,” 


“Millennium,” etc. Though thé theories are nearly — 


as numerous as their advocates+-for scarce any .two 


fix it up the same way,—the sam’ line of scriptures. me 
will overthrow every one of them. Inthe name of — 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and for tl salvationof souls 
for whom he died, we shall prove this entire notion — 
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of another and better age to come, a delusion of 
Satan, a false hope to keep men from embracing the 
true and only hope of eternal life now attainable in 
Christ Jesus. We shall prove to every honest reader 
that not one of all the opposite theories of a thousand 
years literal reign of Christ on earth, is supported. 
by a single text of scripture, Neither do we give 
our own opinion in the matter, but with authority 
given us by the Lord Jesus and the Holy Spirit, we 
shall simply set forth the word of God. 
ISP. WE SHALL PROVE THAT WE ARE IN THE LAST DIS- 
PENSATION OR AGE OF TIME. : 
2D. THERE IS NO MILLENNIAL REIGN OF RIGHTEOUS 
NESS JUST PRIOR TO CHRIST’S SECOND ADVENT. , 
). THE GREAT EVENT WE ARE TO LOOK FOR IS: ane 
SECOND COMING OF CHRIST. ae 
41H. IN THE HOUR OF HIS COMING ALL THE DEAD WILL 
BE RA!SED. 
5TH. THE FIRST AND SECOND RESURRECTION EX- 
PLAINED, = 
OTH THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST WILL BE THE 
DAY OF JUDGMENT, AND WILL SEAL THE FINAL DES- 
TINY OF ALL MEN. eee 
“TH. AT THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST THE ATMOS- 
‘PHERE, THE EARTH AND THE WORKS THAT ARE 
THEREIN SHALL BE BURNED UP. mae pees 
StH. THE BINDING AND LOOSING OF SATAN. 
QTH. WHO REIGNS WITH CHRIST A THOUSAND YEARS, 
AND WHERE. 
IOTH. WHO REIGNS ON EARTH, AND WHEN. 
IITH. THE TIME OF RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS. 
12TH. THE NEW JERUSALEM. 2 | 


I3TH. THE NEW HEAVENS AND THE NEW EARTH. 


IATH. THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD SHALL COVER 
‘THE EARTH AS*THE WATERS COVER THE alee 
I5TH. HISTORY OF THE MILLENNIUM. 





2 THE MILLENNIUM 
No.1. THE PRESENT IS THE LAST DISPENSATION OF TIME, 





Taking up our first proposition we prove that the 
present is the last dispensation or age of time. 

All through the Old Testament the present dis- 
pensation was prophesied of as “the last day” and 
“the last days.” What does this mean, if not what 
it really affirms? In Micah 4:1, 2, the coming of 
Christ, the establishing of the mountain of the Lord’s « 
house-his church- and many nations flowing into 
it, the law going forth of Zion, andthe word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem, was to take place in the last 
days... Now this clearly refers to the church of Goi 
established at Jerusalem and the guspel going forth 
from that place to all nations on earth. So the last 
days began with the New Testament dispensation. 
It is not necessary to multiply texts of prophecy. 

“But this is that which was spoken by the prophet 
Joel; And it shall come to pass in the last days, 
saith God, I will pour out of my spirit upon all flesh: 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, and your old 
men shall dream dreams.’—Acts 2: 16, 17. 

_.“God, who at*sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in times past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, 
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom 
also .he made the worlds.”—Heb. 1: 1, 2. 

~ Who verily was foreordained before the founda- 
tion of the world, but was manifested in these last 
times for you.’—1 Pet. 1: 20. . 

“Here is the testimony of two inspired apostles 
that “these” be the last days. The last of these in 
the direct translation from the Greek in the Em- 
phatic Diaglott reads thus: “having been manifested 
but in the last of the times.” The Revised transla-- 
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tion renders thus: “who was foreknown indeed be- 
fore the foundation of the world, but was manifest 
at the end of the times for your sake.” This is pos- 
itive and clear. Christ’s first advent into the world 
was in the “last of the times,” “the end of the times.” 
li there were a single text in the Bible that teaches 
another dispensation of time it would bea direct 
contradiction of the above scriptures. 
The apostle John is very positive on this subject. 
“Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have | ; 
heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there ~ 
many antichrists; whereby we know that it is thie i ae 


last time.”—1 Jno. 2:18. ae 
- “Knowing this first, that there shall come in the CRE ae | 
last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts.’ aa, 2 ees. 
Peter 3u3, Le a 


“But, beloved, remember ye the words which were 
spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; how that they told you there should be mock- 
ers in the last time, who should walk after their own 
ungodly lusts. These be they who separate them- 
_ selves, sensual, having not the Spirit.”—Jude 17, 18, 
1Q. 

Here we are told that there would come scoffers 
in the last days, and that the same have already 
appeared. The first, direct from the Greek is, “will 
come in the last of the days.” The second, “in last 
time.’ So we are in the last of the days—ages—in 
the last time. Hence that an age of time is yet to 
come, is utterly refuted. 

“Having made known unto us the mystery of his 
will, according to his good pleasure which he hath 
: purposed in himself, that in the dispensation of the 
fullness of times he might gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which 
are on earth; even in him: in whom also we have _ 


eit oi yie ep hihs b un etal Nae Sap PERTH ties 





6 THE MILLENNIUM 


obtained an inheritance, being predestinated accord- 
ing to the purpose of him who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will.”—-Eph..1 : 9-11. 

This is very clear and conclusive. The marvel- 

ous treasures of grace, and riches of glory that God 

now gives us are just what he purposed to bestow- 

‘in the dispensation of the fullness of times.” The 
apostle here asserts that we now enjoy the good , 

things that God purposed to give in the “dispensa- 

tion of the fullness of times.” Therefore we are in 

that dispensation. “The dispensation of the fullness 

: of times,” can mean nothing but that dispensation 

| which makes time fuil,or the last dispensation of time. 

“Time is a measured portion of duration.” We are 

ic then in the last measured portion of duration. 

oes {ence there is no age to come, no measured oif. 

oy thousand aes. No. Time fills up with this dispen- 
sation and only eternity remains. The Emphatic — 

renders thus vnamely, these good things come to us 

in “an administration of the fullness of the appoint- 

ed times, to reunite all things under one head, even 

under the Anointed One, the things in the heavens 

and the things on the earth.” This union of the 

saints, even as the Father and Son are:one, is the 

plan of God for this dispensation, as the whole Word 

teaches. Paul “bows his knees unto the Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in 

heaven and earth is named.”—Eph. 3: 14, 16. 

‘There shall be one fold and one shepherd.”-—Jno. 
10: 16. Here then*we have the last dispensation of 
time, the last age of probation. 

“For then must he often have suffered since the 
foundation of the world: but now once in the end of 
the world hath he appeared to put away sin by ths 
sacrifice of himself.””—Heb. 9g: 26. 

“Consummation of the world. ”__ SAWYER, 
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“But now once for all ata completion of the ages.” 
—Empuaric. 

“Now once at the full end of the ages.’”—Younc’s 
TRANSLATION. 

“Now once for allin the end of the ages.”—RE- 
VISED TRANSLATION. Biste Union. WAKEFIELD. 
THOMPSON, | 

Had it been in the singular, “the age,” it might be 
thought to mean that he appeared in the end of 
the Jewish age. But azonon, is clearly in the plurat. 


The end of the ages, must evidently mean that - 


Christ was manifested in the ending up age of time. 
This is so clear that there is no appeal from it. The 
present, being the completion of the ages, utterly 
excludes the idea of another age to come. 

We will next notice some texts that false teachers 
wrest into a defense of a coming age of time. 

“But God who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we.were dead in 


sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by | 


grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together 


and made us sit together i in heavenly placesin Christ | 


Jesus. That in the ages to come he might show the 
exceeding riches of his grace, in his kindness to- 
ward us through Christ Jesus.—Eph. 2: 4-7. 

Verse 7, in the Emphatic Diaglott is rendered 
thus: “In order that he might exhibit, in THOSE AGES 
which are APPROACHING, the SURPASSING wealth of 
his FAVOR, by kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” 

Ages do not always mean dispensations. It sim- 
ply denotes periods of time. Thus in the present 
dispensation we have had the apostolic age, the 
“dark age,’ the Protestant age, and now we have 
reached the evening light age. The question is, Do 
the above ages to come, refer to ages and centuries 


in the present dispensation, or to an age to follow , 
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the present Holy Spirit dispensation? Let the. 
Word answer. We are told that God raised the 
primitive saints and apostles up together with 
Christ and caused them to sit with him in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus; that in the ages then approach- 
ing he might .“shew the exceeding riches of his 
grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.” 


“Itisafactthat the grace of Godthat has come down 


through the ages from the apostles to us, have 
come through the apostles’ salvation, inspiration 
and writing. Hence it is a fact they were lifted up, 
that inthe ages following them tothe end of time, 
the grace of God might be shown forth. Not one 
thing is here promised to the ages to come except- 
ing apostolic salvation; hence there is not the slight- 
est intimation here of another dispensational age to 
come, with other means and agencies of salvation 
than thosenow tendered to us through Christ and 
the apostles. 

he uniform voice of the entire Bible is that the 
gospel of Christ offers:the last hope of mercy to 
Adam's fallen race. When the gospel shall have 
been preached in all the world for a witness to every 
nation, then shall the end come. «The end of what? 
The end of time, the end of salvation. Then shall — 
the kingdom of heaven be shut, and all standing 


“without shall be cast into hell. Then shall the end 


come. “But the end of all things is at hand; be ye 
therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.”—1 Pet. 4:7. 
The man that reads these words and says in his 
heart, “I will live and die in my sins, and after this 


life God will save my soul,’ simply presumes to 


make God a liar, to indulge the. present lusts and _ 
desires of his depraved heart. ‘“The end of all — 
things is at hand,” saith the Word. “Another ageof — 
redemption is coming,” saith the devil’s false pro- 
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phets. “Let God be true and every man a liar.” 


“Behold now is the day of salvation; behold now is 
the accepted time,” saith the Lord. “The Age to 
Come will be the time of salvation,’’says the disputer 
of this world, the enemy of truth.. 

How shall we escape, if we neglect so great sal- 
vation; which at the first began to be spoken by the 


Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard” 


him.’’—Heb. 2: 1-3. 

Here is the salvation published by Christ and 
confirmed by his apostles. It isa “great salvation,” 
a perfect redemption; and how shall we escape if we 
neglect it? How? The Bible only answers by saying 
there is no escape. 


“For yourselves know perfectly that the day ot 


the Lord so cometh asa thief in the night. For 
when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden 
destruction cometh upon them as travail upon a 
woman with child; and they shall not escape.”—I 


Ehess.'5; 2, 3. 


There is no escape to men who neglect this great 


salvation that is now offered through the Lord Jesus 
Christ. So positively asserts the word of God, 
but hell redemption Age to Come preachers of Satan 
say there is another chance to.come. God help men 
to repent of their wicked presumption! “He that 
being often reproved and hardeneth his neck shall 
suddenly be destroyed, and that without renee: — 
Prov. 29: I. 


That there is no age to come with superior means 


of salvation, is evident from the fact that perfection - 
is ascribed to the present plan and provisions of | 


grace. 
“For the law made nothing perfect, but the bring- 


ing in of a better Hobe did; by the which we draw 


‘* 


cosa 
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nigh unto God.” By so much was Jesus made a 
surety of a better testament. 

“Wherefore he is able to save them to the utter- 
most that come unto God by him, seeing he ever 
liveth to make intercession for them.”—Heb. 7: Ig, 
Boos: 

The law was not perfect as ameans of salvation, 
but the bringing in of a “better hope,” contained in 
Christ’s “better testament,” does make us perfect, 
and by this perfect hope we now draw nigh unto 
God, through Christ who is ‘able to save them to 
the uttermost that come unto God by him.” Utter- 
most salvation is now offered to mankind, and no 
future plan can exceed that which is already the ut- 
termost grace of God. 

“Por by one offering he hath perfected: forever 
them that are sanctified.”—Heb. 10: 14. 

“Make you perfect in every good work to do his. 
will, working in you that which is well pleasing in 
his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory - 
forever and ever. Amen.”—Heb. PR590; Sis . 

“Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus 
minded: and if in anything ye be otherwise minded, 
God shall reveal even this unto you.’—Phil. 3: 15. 

‘“‘Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are 
perfect.’’—1 Cor. 2: 6. 

Perfection is provided for in Christ, is received | 
through his grace, enjoyed, and testified to in this 
life. The all-wise God himself can add no improve- 
ment to that which is already perfect. The perfec- 
or of gospel redemption, are: 


. Perfect provisions are now made to save and — 


neeae men and women free from all sin, _ thes: 
holy image of God. 

2. The highest inducements are held out for men 
to embrace the same, 


DOCTRINE REFUTED. 11 


3. The most solemn warnings are given as to the 
fatal results of neglecting so great salvation. 

4. The most powerful attractions that Heaven can 
devise, now center in Christ, the crucified Son of 
God, set forth before us. 

5. The eternal truth of God, and his exceeding 
great and precious promises, sealed by the blood of 
Christ, backed up by miracles, and confirmed by the 
oath of the Almighty, is the best possible founda- 
tion of faith God can ever give to man. Having 
even “spoken to us in these last days by his Son.” 

6. The Holy Spirit, the peculiar heritage of this 
dispensation, is the most potent agent to convict 
the world of sin, of righteousness and of judgment 
to come, and quicken men into life, that the eternal 
God-head can employ, being the effectual operation 
of the Almighty Himself. se 

Since God invested man with the power of voli- 
tion, he will never ignore his own work, and save 
man against his will, and “what can the Almighty 
do more than he has done?” - So the poor deceived 
soul who consoles himself that he can live in sin here, 
and a more effectual plan of salvation will fit him 
for heaven ina future age, will wake up to find he 
had rejected the only perfect salvation, and the in- 
finite love of God, and believed a lie that he might 
be damned, who had pleasure in unrighteousness, 
and chose not the love of the truth that he might 
be saved. : 

But will. there not be a future chance for the 
heathen who heard not the good news of Christ’s 
death for them? ‘These having not the law are a 
law unto themselves.” 

“Which shew the work of the law written in their - 
hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and-. 
their thoughts the meanwhil€ accusing or else ex- 
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cusing one another; in the day when God shall judge ~ 
the secrets of men py Jesus Christ according to my 
gospel.”—Rom. 2:15, 16. 

This is plain. ‘In the day when God shall judge 
the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to the 
gospel,’ some will be judged by the moral law. . 
written in their hearts, their conscience accusing or 
else.excusing them. The faculty of right and wrong 
is a constitutional part of man’s being. While the 
standard varies according to the degree of light 
received, the sense of moral responsibility is uni- 
versal. And everybody will be judged by the. 
standard of his highest conception of right; and ‘‘as 
many as have sinned without Jaw [any divine 
revelation } shall also perish with law; and as many. 
as have sinned in the law shail” be judged by the 
law.’—Rom. 2: 12. : 
. The Age to Come theory teaches that men who 
have died without having received the gospel, or 
who had _ but partial teaching of the same, will have 
another chance inthe future. The above Scriptures 

prove the theory false. Because it positively teaches 
that the final day of judgment will find men who were 
never blessed with the light of divine revelation, 
and they will be judged by their own best idea of 
what was right. While the gospel brings to men an 
exalted privilege of soul advancement in knowledge, 
righteousness and bliss, it will be more tulerable for 
the heathen that never heard it, in the day of judg- 
ment, than for all who have the gospel, but through — 
~ the devices of Satan, neglect its great salvation. - 
The many clear and positive Scripture proofs we 


have cited, that this is the last dispensation of time, By 
leave no possible chance for another measured | _ 
portion of time for this world. To assertsucha — 


thing is to positively ¢ontradict the word of God. — 
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The only possible chance for the. Millennium is to 
bring it into this dispensation, just before the com- 
ing of Christ. Most sects in the past located it 
there; but when the signs of his coming compelled 
them to drop that notion, they fixed it after the sec- 
ond advent. 


x 





ed. THERE IS NO MILLENNIUM REIGN OF RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS JUST PHiOKR FO CURIST’S SECOND ADVENT. 


“And as it was inthe days of Noah, ‘So'Shall tebe 


also in the days of the Son of man. * * * Even thus 
shall it be in the day when the Son of man is reveal- 

ed.’ —Luke 17:26, 30. 

When the Son of man shall be “revealed from 
hcaven in flaming fire, taking vengeance upon the 
ungodly,” this world shall be found in a Sodom 
state, and not in a millennial glory. 

“This know also, that in the last days pertlous 
times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their 
own. selves, covetous, boasters, proud,” etc. ‘But 
evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving, and being deceived.”—2 Tim. 3: I, 2, 13. 


A general reign of deception, evil men, and seducers, 


waxing worse and worse, are the general character- 
istics of the human family at the approach of the 
end of the world. This corresponds with the words 
of Christ in Matt. 24:11-13: “And many false proph- 
ets shall rise, and shall deceive many. And because 
iniquity shall abound, the leve of many shall wax 
cold. But he that shail endure unto the end, the 
‘same shall be saved.” 

“It will be a time when men shall be subjected to 


great endurance. This would not be the case if. 


righteousness generally prevailed. This time of en- 


durance shall extend even ‘unto the end.’ Now 
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this is a part of the Savior’s answer to the question, 


“What shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the 


end. of the world; $3 hence describes the state of 


“things. we may truly add, are just now present, so 


we know that the coming of the Lord is nigh, by the 


signs he has given us. This state of general decep- 


tion, iniquity ‘abounding, and the love of many wax- 
ing cold is declared to be the result of “many false 


' prophets,’ who “shall deceive many.” Have they 


: sangensite Tgp 
le ce 


made their appearance? and who arethey? Answer: 
“But there were false prophets also among the 
people, even as there shall be false teachers among 


you, who privily ‘shall bring in damnable heresies, 


even denying the Lord that ‘bought them, and bring 
upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall 
follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the 
way of truth shall be evil spoken of. And through 
covetousness shall they with feigned words make’ 
merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long 


time lingereth Bk, and their damnation slumbereth 
 not.”’--2 Pet. 2:1- 


* bheseuare oats without poker, clouds that are ~ 
carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of dark- 
ness ‘is reserved forever.” —2 Pet. 2:17. 

And all this deceived generation of formal scoffers 
asw to be in the last days. 2Pet.3:3. At the very 
time when men should be looking for Christ’s com- __ 
ing, these scoffers are saying, “Where is the promise, . 
of his coming?” —3:4, Does this look like ag meral 
reign of righteousness just before Christ’s coming? | 
Nay. “The. Spirit speaketh expressly, that in ti ee 
latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving — 
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of de = 
speaking lies in hypocrisy, - having their consciel tek! 
seared with a hot iron,”—1I oa. 4:l, 2% aes 


a” 
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“How that they told you there should be mockers 
in the last time, who should walk after their own 
ungodly lusts. These be they who separate them- 
selves, sensual, having not the Spirit.’”—Jude 18, Ig. 

We have but to look at the sensual and devilish 
festivities, and shameful entertainments of to-day to 
see this fulfilled. “These be they who separate 
themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.” Js not 
the religion prevalent to-day all separated into 
schisms and parties? And where is there a possible 
chance fora general reign of righteousness before 


the coming of Christ, when it is expressly stated that | 


this great mass of deceived souls “will wax worse 
and worse,” until the “wickedness of the earth” shall 
be so great, the sickle of divine wrath shall be thrust 
in, for the harvest of sin will even be ripe for judg- 
ment? Joel 3:13. This line of prophecy might be 
very much drawn out, but enough proof is here 
given that there will be no general reign of right- 
eousness on earth this side of Christ’s coming. 
However we should say the Scriptures do clearly 
teach that a pure, and perfectly holy remnant 


shall be gathered out of the mass of corruption, who __ 
shall be arrayed in white raiment, the bride of the 


Lord, and ready for his coming. And that is even 
now being accomplished. 

By two lines of positive New Testament Gerints 
ures we have proved that there will be no general 
reign of righteousness on earth before Christ’s com- 
“ ing, and no millennial age after his coming. Then 
os here is s absolutely no such thing to be looked for, 

® 
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3d. THE GREAT EVENT WE ARE TO LOOK FOR IS THE 
SECOND. COMING OF CHRIST, 





Since the first advent of Christ into the world in 
the flesh, his further coming was prophesied of on- 
ly in two forms. 

Ist. In the power of the Chavonce 

2d. His literal second advent. 

“If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I 
will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
~ Comforter, that he may abide with you forever. 
Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot 
receive, because it secth him not, neither knoweth 
him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, 
and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfort- 
less: I will come to you.”—John 14:15-18. 

Here we see his coming is cleatly identified with 
the coming of the Holy Spirit, which was to aie! 
from his going to the Father. 

“A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again 
a little while, and. ye shall see me, because I go to — 
the Father.’—John 16:16. 

His coming in the Spirit was to be ina little 
while afier his departure in the body. This was 
fulfilled on the day of Pentecost, and has been re- 
peated from that time to this, in every wholly sanc- 
tified'and fire-baptized. disciple of Christ. Besides 
this coming of Christ in the power of the Comforter 
there is no coming promised but his second literal “a 
and visible coming at the end of the world to judge a 
and reward all men. ; : 
“And when he hed spoken these things, white® le 
beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud rece ive 2 
him out of their sight. And while they looke qo 
steadfastly ‘toward heaven as he went up, behold, 
two men stood by them in white apparel. Which 
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also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing 
up into heaven? This same Jesus which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like man- 
ner as ye have seen him gointo heaven.” 

This is a plain statement. ‘‘This same Jesus * * * 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go 
into heaven.” Hewent bodily and visibly; in like 
manner he will return. ‘A cloud received him out 
of their sight,” so he will also come in a cloud. And 
just so the word of the Lord repeatedly affirms he 
will come. 

“And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man 
in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”— 
Matt. 24: 3 

“Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless 
Isay unto you, Hereafter ye shall see the Son of man 
sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in 
the clouds of heaven: — Matt. 26:64, 

“And then shall they see the Son of man coming 
in the clouds with great power and glory.’—Mar k 
Tee: 

“Again the high priest asked him, and said unto 
him, Art thou the Chr ist, the Son of the Blessed? 
And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of 
man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming 
in the clouds of heaven.”’—Mark 14: 61, 62. 

“And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the 
moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress 

_of nations, with perplexity; the se2 and the waves 
~ roaring; men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for 
looking after those things which are coming on the 
earth: for the power of heaven shall .be shaken. 
And then shall they see the Son of man coming ina 
‘cloud with power and great glory.”—Luke 21: 25-27. 
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“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye 
shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and 
all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. 
Even so, Amen! ”—Rev. 1: : 

Here are six declarations that he will come in “a 
cloud,” or “in clouds.’#*And at that time the “judg- 
ment will be set,” and the beast (all false religion) 
destroyed. Some of the latter-day blind teachers 
have imagined that the clouds mean trouble, and 
that he has already come inthe present religious 
commotions and revolution of thought that is going 
On in these last days. Some of these teachers ac 
knowledge still another, a personal coming, and 
others think there is no other coming of Christ to 
be looked for. But this modern “presence of Christ” 
theory is without foundation in the word of God. 
The testimony is that when he comes in the clouds 
of heaven every eye shall see him; which is not 
true of his spiritual presence, in which he manifests 
himself to the saints and not to the world.. 

And this solemn and awful event is what the 
church of God in this present age is repeatedly 
charged and admonished to look ‘for and be ready 
for. Thus the disciples asked the Lord, ‘Tell us_ 
when shall these things be? and what shall be the : 
sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?’— 
Matt. 24:3. Two whole chapters are devoted to 
the’ answer of these questions. The two last things © 
being coincident, the questions really relate to two 
events. First, when will the temple and Jerusalem — 
be destroyed? and what are the signs of his coming? 
The first question is answered in verses 15-18, which 


will be more easily understood in Luke 21: 20. In — 


Matt. 24: 31-33 the Savior gives usa clear sign of = 
his speedy return. But the burden of his teaching is — 


to warn the church to be ready for his second advent. 
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“For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and 
shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming 
of the Son of man be.”—Matt. 2427: 

He tells us plainly that ‘“‘all the tribes of the earth 
shall mourn, and they shall see the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.”—Ver. 30. “Watch therefore; for ye 
know not what hour your Lord doth come.”—Ver.42. 
“Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as 
ye think not, the Son of man cometh.’—Ver. 44. 
These admonitions are repeated over and over in 
the two chapters. It cannot be denied that Christ 
solemnly charged the church in this present age to 
look for his second advent as the next great event 
to transpire. The apostles continue the same earnest 
charge upon the church to the close of Revelations. 
This fact is so prominent in the New Testament that 
it is useless to cite scriptures. It is an undeniable 
fact that the church in her present condition is 
instructed to look for Jesus to return, visibly from 
heaven, with power and great Slory. But not one 
plain New Testament text instructs us to look for a 
pre, or post-millennial reign on earth. But we shall 
now proceed to show just what will take place at the ~ 
time of his coming. 

——————— 
4th, IN THE VERY HOUR OF HIS COMING ALL THE 
DEAD WILL BE RAISED. 


Christ plainly says it will take place “at the last 
day.”—John 6: 39, 40. 

-“¥For our conversation is in heaven; from whence 
also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: 
who shall change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to 





20 THE MILLENNIUM 


the working whereby he is able even to subdue all 
things unto himself.’—Pnil. 3: 20, 21. 

Here the great change of these mortal bodies like 
unto Christ’s glorious body, which refers to the 
resurrection, is associated with the rcturn of our 
Lord Jesus Christ from heaven. 

Daniel, looking forward with prophetic eye to-the 
very end of time, beheld the general resurrection, 
and thus describes the same: 

“And many of them that sleep inthe dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt.’’—-Dan.12:2. 

Thus it is rendered by Young: “And the multitude 
of those sleeping in the dust of the ground do awake, 
some to life age-during, and some to fe onee eee 
abhorrence age-during.” You see, dear reader, that 
it is the entire multitude of them that sleep in the 
dust, that shall arise at that time. 

- “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and be- 
come the firstfruits of them that slept. For since by 
man came death, by man came also the resurrection 
of the dead. Forasin Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in 
his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they 
that are Christ’s at his coming. Then cometh the 
end, when:he shall have delivered up the kingdom 
to God, even the Father; when he shall have put 
downall rule and all authority and power. For he 
must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his 
feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is 
death. ”"—1Cor. 15: 20-26. 

The following facts are here clearly stated: Ist, 
All of Adam’s race will be raised from the dead. 
2d, This resurrection will take place at the time of 
Christ’ scoming. 3d, ‘Then,’ namely, at that time 
of raising the dead, ‘cometh the end.” The ead-or 


7 


DOCTRINE REFUTED. — 21 


time, the end of probation, the end of this world, the 
end of the reign of Christ, as the second person. 
Christ, having accomplished the work given him by 
the Father, delivers up the kingdom unto the Father, 
«that God may. be all:and in all» See verse 23 The 
redemptive plan is now finished. The sacrifice for 
sins was offered: the Spirit came and strove with all 
flesh; the gospel was published to all nations; 
Christ reigned till he put all enemies under his feet; 
all the dead are raised and judged; eternal rewards 
and punishments are meted out to all men; and 
God no more reigns particularly in the Son, but he 
reigns all in all, without respect of personality, as 
from all eternity. 

“But every man in his own order: Christ the first- 
fruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming.” 
Right here millennial imagination brings in, “Then 
cometh a thousand years reign of Christ, after which 
the second resurrection.” But God’s word utterly 
‘cuts off their fancy-created literal reign. It is posi- 
tively asserted that. with the resurrection of the 
righteous “comes: -the:.end.?: “Yea, “the-end ofall 
things is at hand.” Instead of setting up a millen- 
nial reign, Christ will then deliver up the kingdom 
and cease to reign. There is no possible evasion of 
the truth. ‘Then cometh the end,’ cannot be made 
to mean, “after a thousand years cometh the end.” 
If the inspired statement is truth, the latter is false. 


‘Nor can anything be proved by the silence of verse 


23, concerning the wicked. There only the hope of 
the church is spoken of, but all the dead are brought 
into the same resurrection in the preceding verse. 
“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive.” Ver. 22. That there is no second 
resurrection to follow this is again positively proved 
_ in the same chapter, in verses 51 and 52—“Behold | 
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show youa mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, ina moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed.” 

“We shall not all sleep, but we shallall be changed. ‘ 
Surely no one will undertake to deny that the 
apostle here speaks of a resurrection which includes 
the church. But itis not confined to one class of 
the dead; it includes all classes. ‘The dead” evi- 
dently means all the dead. Two things are positively 
proved; by “we” the apostle includes all Christians, 
and bythe =“last ‘trump,’ ::he utterly -denses that 
another trump will call forth the wicked from their 
graves a thousand years later. Therefore the 
resurrection of all the dead will take place at the . 
time of Christ’s coming. 

“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow 
not, even as others which have no hope. 

For’ if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him. 

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive and remain unto the coming 
of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: 

Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with ne 
Lord,’’—1 Thes, 4: 13-17. : 

Here again the resurrection of the dead, we are 
plainly told, will take place at the time when the 
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Lord Jesus “shall descend from heaven with‘a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump 
of God,” the last trump. Here again only the 
righteous are spoken of, because the apostle. was 
treating on the hope of the church. 

We wish to call attention to this expression: Them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” 


In many minds a mistaken idea has been attached to - 


these words. It has beensupposedto refer to the spirits 
that have gone to be with Christ, he will bring them 
with him. But, beloved, those spirits have not been 
asleep. That state is only and ever referred to the 
body, when speaking of the deceased. Only the 
dust returns to the earth, while the spirit returns to 
God. Eccl. 12:7. And only that part which goes 
into the dust of the earth is said to sleep. Dan. 12:2. 
“And the graves were opened, and many bodies of 
the saints which slept, arose.” —Matt. 27:52. Bodies 
_ sleep in the grave, but spirits never sleep after death. 
Here beloved, is light from the Spirit of God. “Them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” It 
does not say that Christ will bring them with him from 
the spirit world; but ‘“‘they which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with him;’” namely, Jesus’ resurrection 
had just been spoken of, and we are told that God 
raised him up.y So in the last day he will also raise 
us up with him. As he raised his Son from the dead 
God will with him also bring us from our graves. 
His resurrection is the pledge of ours; so as he rose 
we also shall rise with him. 

“For since we believe that Jesus died and rose; so 
also (we believe) that God, through Jesus, will lead 
forth with him those who fell asleep.”—EMpuaTIc 


ST AGLOTT: 


“For if we believe that Jesus died and arose, thus 
also will God lead forth those who fellasleep, through 
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Jesus, in conjunction with him.’”—RorHERHAM. 

These translations make the matter plain. It is 
God who will bring forth our bodies out of the grave, 
together with Christ’s body which he has already 
raised. The language refers to the part of man 
which sleeps in the grave, which God will lead forth 
from the same: and not to the spirits that dwell with 
Christ, and do not sleep, which will, it is true, return 
in that day and reanimate these bodies. 

These texts clearly establish the fact that the 
coming of Christ will be the instant of the general 
resurrection of all the dead. But what about 
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5th. THE FIRST AND SECOND RESURRECTION ? 





There are, it is true, two resurrections spoken of 
in the Word. One lesson from the Great Teacher 
sent from heaven, will make this matter plain. ; 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemina- 
tion; but is passed from death unto life. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, 
and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of 
the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.’ | 

For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he 
given to the Son to have life in himself; and hath 
given him authority to execute judgment also, 
because he is the Son of man. 

Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the 
which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth; they that have done good, 
unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done 
evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.’ ’—John | 


5: 24-29. (a8 
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Reader, do you not see two resurrections here 
placed side by side? Need anything be plainer tha 
this explanation of the two resurrections? The first 
a spiritual resurrection, the second literal. The first 
was progressive, or a continuous operation through- 
out the gospel era. It was then present, and yet to 
come. It was personal and conditional.‘“The dead shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear 
shall live.’ Namely, they that hear with acceptance 
of thesame. Again, they receiving this resurrection 
are justified from all their sins, and “shall not come 
into condemnation, but are.passed from death unto 
life.’ The first resurrection, therefore, embraces 
only one class. - 3 

On the other hand, the second resurrection is not 
progressive, but shall take place in One hour. It 
was then, and is still inthe future. It is uncon- 
ditional. It will be a literal resurrection from literal 
graves, It will be universal. “All that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth.” 
Being universal, it embraces all of the two great 
classes of the human family, they that have done. 
good, and they that have done evil. 

“We have always found teachers of the two-literal- 
resurrection theory very ignorant of this first spirit- 
ual resurrection. But we find it taught elsewhere in 
the Word. All sinners are declared dead in trespas- 
ses and sins. “To be carnally minded is death.” 
-—Rom. 8: 6. §‘Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death.” Jas. 1:15. ‘She that liveth in pleasure is 
dead while she liveth.”—1 Tim. 5: 6. 

Therefore sinners are commanded to rise from the 
dead. “Awake to righteousness and sin not,”— 
1 Cor. 15:34. ‘Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
give thee light.”—Eph. 5:14. 
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So, likewise, when men and women saved in 
Christ, an actual resurrection from the dead takes 
place. “Even when we were dead in sins, hath 
| God] quickened us together with Christ (by grace 
ye. are saved).”—-Eph. 2:5. 

“And you, being dead in your sins and the uncir- 
cumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together 
with him, having forgiven you all trespasses,’’— Col. 
2313.2 

“But yield yourselves unto God, as those that are 
alive from the dead.”—Rom.6:13. Yea, saith the be- 
loved apostle, ‘‘We know that we have passed from 
death unto life.”—1 John 3:14. 

With all these scriptures before us, three things 
are conclusive and undeniable. First, the spiritual 
work of God in our souls is a real, and indeed very 
important resurrection. Second, that it precedes in 
point of time, the literal resurrection of either the 
just or unjust. Third, it being an actual resurrection, 
and antedating all others, must, of necessity, be the 
first resurrection, 


. 
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Gth. THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST WILL BE THE 
DAY OF JUDGEMENT, AND WILL SHALL Tie LD) 
FINAL DESTINY OF ALL MEN. 


“For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a 
man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of 
man shall come in the glory of his Father with his 
angels, and then he shall reward every man accor rd- 
ing to his works.” —Matt. 16:26 Or. 

“And to you who are troubled, rest with us, 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking venges ; 
on them that know not God, and that obey not 
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gospel a our Lord Jesus Christ. Who shall be pun- 
ished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of his power. When 
he shall come to ke glorified in his saints, and to be 
admired in all them that believe *(because our testi= 
mony among you was believcd) in that day.’— 
2 Thes. 127-10. 

“IT charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing and his kingdom.”—2 Tim. 4:1. | 

“Henceforth there is laid up for me acrown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall eve me at that day: and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love his appearing.’’—2 Tim. 
A. 

“And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam proph- 
esied of these, saying, The Lord cometh with ten 


thousand of his sa‘nts,to execute judgment uponall, 
y j 


and to convince all that are ungodly among them of 
all their ungodly deeds which they have unzodly 


committed, and of all the’r hard speeches which. 
ungodly sinners have spoken against him.’—Jude | 


14, 15. 

- us now glance briefly at all the above texts. 
The first in Matt. 16, is a blast of warning toa'l men, 
that Christ will come in the glory of his Father, 
“and then” at that time, “he shall Sea aes man 
according to his works,” and then there shall be no 
more escape from sin, but the wicked shall have 
forever lost their soul. 

No place is left for a thousand years of millennium 
in 2 Thess. 1:7-10. The next great event that God’s 
‘are instructed to look for, is the revelation of 
om heaven. Not to save the ungodly, as the 

les in Pittsburg, and other blind sinners 
ptuously teach; but “in flaming fire, taking 








28 THE MILLENNIUM 


vengence on them that know nét God, and that obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus, Christ.” Whose 
punishment will not be for a season, short or long, 
but “with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.” 
Observe that on about every mention of the Lord’s 
coming, it is said, he will come with ‘great glory,” 
the“‘sloryot is). Baiheér,” ete, Thisiaveryaawinl 


glory is what is going to drive the wicked from his 


presence, and from heaven forever and ever. 

In 2 Tim. 4: 1, 8, it is positively declared that 
Christ will judge the “quick”—just changed to im- 
mortality,—and the dead,—just then raised from 
their graves,—at his appearing, and in that day tie 
apostle and all who love the Lord’s appearing, will 
be crowned. 

In some places the resurrection, and the reward of 
the righteous only is spoken ot in connection with 
the coming of Christ. The reason is~simply 
because the hope and reward of the righteous alone 
were uncer consideration at that time. In other 
places we see both the lot of the just and the unjust 
spoken of as being e‘ernally fixed at the coming of, 
and judgment of Christ... And in the above quota- 
tion from Jude 14, 15, only the ungodly are spoken 
of as meeting their awful doom at the coming of 
Christ; simply because Jude was there speaking of 
that class. Inall such cases the whole scripture. . 
must be taken together, and not an isolated text,  —s— 

Now let us have a solid lesson right from the lips — 
of Jesus. He predicted the utter destruction of the eS 
temple. —Matt. 24:2.. The dis€iples asked him, a 
“saying, Tell us when shall these things be? a 
what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the e 
of the world?”—Ver. 3. The Lord found no fa as 
with this coincident blending of his coming, and of 


fe 
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the end of the world. Let us take up the Savior’s 
solemn lessons concerning the manner and results of 
his coming. In verse 27 we learn that his coming 


will be very sudden, even as the lightning. 


“But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, 
not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. But 
as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming 
of the Son of man be. For as the days that were 


“before the flood they were eating and drinking, 


matrying and giving in marriage, until the day that 
Noah entered into the ark. And knew not until the’ 
flood came, and took them all away; so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be.’’—Matt. 24: 36-39. 

“Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour 
as ye think not the Son of man cometh.’ —Ver. 44. 

The first of these scriptures scarcely needs com- 
ment. The second is a solemn charge upon the 
church of the present dispensation. 

“Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom 
his Lord hath made ruler over his household, to 
give them meat in due season? Blessed is that 
servant, whom his Lord when he cometh shall find 
so doing. Verily I say unto you, that he shall make 
him ruler over ail his goods. But if that evil servant 
shall say in his heart, My Lord delayeth his coming; 


_and shall begin to smite his fellow-servants, and to 


eat and drink with the drunken; the Lord of that 


~ servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for 


him, and in an hour when he is not. aware of, and 


“shall cut him asunder, and shall appoint him his 
portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping 
“and gnashing of teeth.’’—Verses 45-51. 


_ This is very plain. The coming of Christ is a 


Be = preat and solemn event pending, for which the 
eo Senureh is to look and watch, for which to be can 


Kn That day and hour the Father only knoweth. 


* 
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will come unexpected to the “evil servants’ the 
selfish and ungodly, as the flood came upon the 
antediluvians, and they shall all be cut off, and have 
their ‘portion with the hypocrites, there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ This does not 
look like a salvation millennium after Christ comes 
the second time. 

In chapter twenty-five, the kingdom of heaven is 
likened unto ten virgins. All slept, referring to the 
gseneral stupidity and formality that has prevailed. 
The cry “behold He comes,” is the discovery and 
announcement of the signs of his near approach. 
The wise virgins are those saints who have their 
vessels (hearts) filled with the holy Spirit the Sanc- 
tifier. The foolish are all formalists, and deceived 
professors, who know they are not saved now, but 
hope to be some time in the future. At the coming 
of Christ their. lamp (profession and hope) wiil be 
found going out. In the margin it reads,“our lamps 
are going out.” Inthe very emergency for which 
their religion was clung to, it now fails them, and 
their false hope expires. © the millions that will 
meet the fate of the foolish virgins inthat day!. Will 
there then come a thousand years of mercy, offered 
to all of Adam’s ‘race? Nay, only “they that were 
ready went in with him to the marriage: and the 
door was shut.” Too late!: too late! No more 
opportunity to get ready, for all the foolish empty- 
hearted professors. Jesus will say unto them “I 
know you not.” And in view of this approaching — 
event, he solemnly charges all his saints, saying, ~ 


“Watch therefore, for ye know not the day nor the“. 
hour wherein the Son of man cometh,”—Ver. 13. <° 





Language could not more clearly warn the church ~ 
of God in the present stage of the kingdom, that - 
the next event is the coming of Christ, and the fixing © 


DOCTRINE REFUTED., 31 


of all men’s eternal destiny. Doubtless the apostle 
Paul alluded to this lesson and admonition of Christ 
in his first letter to the Thessalonians. 

“For yourselves know perfectly that the day of 
the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For 
when they shall say, Peace and safety; .then sudden 
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a 
woman with child; and they shall not escape. But 
ye, brethren, are. not in darkness, that that day 


should overtake you as a thief in the night.”—1r 


Thess. 5: 2-4. 


How awful the fact here qneiaccet: The masses - 


will be suddenly surprised by the coming of Christ, 
the day of the Lord; which will not bring an age of 
salvation to Adam’s fallen race, as the TOWER editor 
says, but “when they shall say, Peace. and safety 
(dreaming of the millennium, etc.); then sudden 
destruction cometh. upon them, as a woman in 
travail, and they shall not escape.” But the illumi- 
nated saints of God understand the signs of the 
times; therefore that day will not come asa thief un- 
to them. They are looking for and hastening unto 
the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens 
being’ on fire shall be dissolved.”—2 Peter 3: 12. 
How dare man say another day of increased mercy 
is coming, when the word of God uniformly charges 
the present age that a sudden and final doom will 
close the present economy of divine mercy? When 
the devil himself told Eve that God knew his fore- 
warnings would not come to .pass if she ate the 


forbidden fruit, he did not more impiously lie in the 


face of God, than all “age to come” messengers of 
Satan do to day. 

Returning to Matthew twenty- fie: read the next 
parable of our Savior, verses 14-30. 

“For the kingdom of heaven is as a man traveling 
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in a far country, who called his own servants, and 
delivered unto them his goods.” Christ has deliv- 
ered unto us his own goods, his Spirit, his power, his 
glory, his truth, his peace, his joy and grace, etc., 
all of which we are to use and develop for his glory, 
till he comes. The kingdominits present condition, 

is composed of subjects under such responsibilities, 
and awaiting the return of our King, at which time 
we will have to give an account of our stewardship; 
namely, confront the final judgment. “After a long 
time the Lord of those servants cometh, and reck- 
oneth with them.”—Ver. 29. This must represent 


the return of Christ our king, and the judgment day. 


To the faithful it will be said: “Well done, thougood 
and faithful servant.” Then comes the reward. 
But how will it fare with those who have not pro- 
perly served the king? Will he give them another 
thousand years to repent, and receive eternal life? 
No. But the order will be, “Cast ye the unprofitable 
servant into outer darkness; there shall be weeping 


_-and gnashing of teeth. 2 BY 30 


These parables all strikingly teach the fact—that 
the kingdom of heaven Is,—Now Is—in a state of 
expectancy, looking for the return of our great King, 
at which time our final reward will be meted out, 
and the eternal destiny of all men fixed. But 
dropping parables, the divine Teacher proceeds in 


direct narrative form immediately following the 


above texts, as follows: 

“When the Son of man shall come in his glory, 
and allthe holy angels with him, then shall he sit 
upon the throne of his glory: and before him shall 
be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them 
one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep. 
from the goats.’ Matt. 25 ots 3a 4 

“Then shall the king say unto them on his eet 
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hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world.”—Ver. 34. 
“Then shall he say unto them on his left hand, 
‘Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels.”—Ver. 41. 
_ And these shall go away into everlasting punish- 

ment, but the righteous into life eternal.’”—Matt. 
Dee 46. 

ah final and eternal. separation of the righteous — 
and wicked shall take place. The wicked “shall go 
away into everlasting fire, but the righteous into lite 
eternal.” Now the question is, when shall this take 
place? Answer, “when the Son of man shall come 
in his glory.” Not athousand years after his second 
advent; but at the very instant of his coming. 
Surely no one but the devil himself, who disputed 
the word of God through the serpent, is satanic 
enough to dispute the above unequivocal statement 
of divine inspiration. But he who once had to speak 
through the serpent, finds many human tongues to 
serve his purpose to day. 

Following the record of the church, and the de- 
struction of beast religion, to the end of the present 
_ dispensation, we have “then the following announce- 

ment: 

“Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth 
the sayings of the prophecy of this book. 

He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he 
which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is 
righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is 
holy, let him be holy still. 

And behold, Icome quickly; and So reward is. 
- with me, to give every man according as his works 
shall be. 

. Blessed are they that do his commandments, that 
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they may have right to the tree of life, and may 
enter in through the gates into the city. 
For without. are dogs, and sorcerers, and whore- 


mongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever 


loveth and maketh a lie.”—Rev. 22: FATT Oe Valea 5 

Here the instant of Christ’s second coming, shall 
eternally fix the dcom of all men, whether pure or 
filthy. Amen! -Come Lord Jesus. 

In all these scriptures Christ's second advent is 
urged upon the church in the present age as a strong 
inducement to watch and pray, to live holy, and be 
ready for the same, with the solemn warning that our 
eternal destiny, of either reward or punishment, will 
depend upon the condition we shall be found in that 
instant. ‘Lherefore the coming described is not one 
that will be pending in a future age, but the crisis 
that shall close the present age. Otherwise it would 
not have been charged upon this age to keep 1 
view. He that is unjust, filthy, or righteous and holy, 
let him be so still, is directly connected with “Behold 
I come quickly, and my reward. is with me to give 
every man—both saint and sinner—according as his 
works shall be.” The coincidence of the coming of 


_Christ and the general judgment is utteily fatal to 
the millennium theory. | 


* 
ee . 
i Sth. AT THE SECORD ADVENT OF CHRIST THE 


ATMOSPHERE, THE KARTE, AND ALL IN 
THEM SHALE BE BURNED UP. 





The 1 notion that a literal Bre will sweep over this 


earth and renovate it, is without scriptural support. 


But let the Word show us just what will take place pours 


with this planet. 


“Whereby the world that then was, being Ouerse : 


flowed with water, perished: 


“ite 


e- 
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But-the heavens and the earth, which are now, by 
tlie same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire 
against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly 
mien. 

But beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, 
that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day. 

The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as 
some men count siackness; but is longsuffering to 
usward, not willing that any should perish, but that 

all should come to repentance. 
' But the day of the Lord will come asa thief,in 
the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements shall melt, with 
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are - 
therein shall be burned up. 

Seeing then that all these things shall be Peon 
what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness, looking for and hasting 
unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the 
heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat. 

_ Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look 
for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye 
look for such things, be diligent that ye may be 
found of him in. peace, without spot, and blameless. 

And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is 
salvation.’-—2 Peter 3: 6-15. 

Thanks be to God for this plain and positive 
oe This chapter is very important because it so’ 
fully sets forth what is only casually mentioned 
else where. 
~The first verse here quoted, relates to the flood, in 
which we freely admit that the earth perished in a 
modified sense. Only the works therein and living 
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creatures perished. But we find a vast difference in 
the description of the final end of this earth. First, 
consider the difference in the destroying elements. 
Floods of water may carry away buildings, and 
wreck them, and wash the earth over cities, etc., but 
it has no power to take out of cxistence a single 
stone or piece of timber. Whereas fire actually 
consumes, and changes things from a visible exis- 
tence into a small bit of ashes and vapor, and 
reduces even earth and stone back to a melted mass 
of chaos, as it was before the days of creation began. 
And we are plainly told that very destruction will 
come to pass. The heavens—the atmosphere which 
is often so-called, see Gen. 7:3, 23. Jer. 9: 10. 10: 13. 
14: 32. Zech. 8: 12,—‘the heavens and the earth, 
which are now, by the same word are kept in store, 
reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and 
perdition of ungodly men.” Instead of conveyin+ 
an idea to us that this last destruction will only be 
similar to that of the flood, a contrast is drawn 
between the two. The first was only by water; the 
next shall be by fire, and surely God knew that we 
understand the difference between the action of 
these two elements. Again, observe the contrasted 
extent of the two destructions. “The world that then 
was, being overflowed with water, perished.” But 
the next time both the heavens and the earth shall 
be dissolved. Again, right in the seventh verse we 
have a positive overthrow of the whole millennial 


theory. They tell us that this destruction by ae ae 
will only renovate the earth, and then there will be’. fs 
a millennial reign of one thousand years, after which — 

will come the resurrection and judgment of the ~ ~ 
wicked. But the fire which they locate before the % 
thousand years, the Word identifies with the “judg- 
ment and perdition of the ungodly,’ an event which | 


° 
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they say will take place after the thousand years. 
Do you see the point? The very thing which they 
think will prepare the earth for their fancied mil- 
lennium, God associates with that which they say 
will come after the millennium. So they are mis- 
taken, or the word of God is wrong. But the word 
of the Lord is right, and every contrary doctrine is 
false. ; 

Behold the harmony of divine truth! The script- 
ures very clearly teach that Christ will come in the 
end of the world, in the last day of the last age of time. 
It also informs us that the same will be the day of 
judgment. And here Peter tells us plainly that on 
that very day of his coming and the judgment, the 
heavens and the earth will be consumed, melted 
and destroyed. So it will indeed be the end of the 
_ world, the close of all time alotted to this earth. 

On verse eight, theological speculators have taken 
the authority to say that the earth will stand, in its 
present condition, just six thousand years, and the 
seventh thousand will be a millennial rest. But no 
such thought is found in the text or context. “One 
day is with the Lord as a thousand years, anda 
thousand years as one day.’ The expression is 
simply ased to assure us that the promises of God 
do not become doubttul because of long delay; that 
the word of God that is deferred two thousand years 
is just as sure as that which is fulfilled in the same 
week or month it was spoken. Just so the apostle 
Peter explains and applies his words in the next 
verse, saying, ‘The Lord is not slack concerning his 
promises, as some men count slackness.” How do 
men count slackness? When men make promises, 
leaving the time indefinite, it is natural for us to lose 
confidence in the same in proportion to the delay. 
_ Men actually count others slack in their word if long 
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deferred. But God is not slack in his promises, as — 
men count their fellowmen slack; nay, in this re- 
spect, a thousand years is with the Lord as one day. 
In other words, his promise is just as sure to come 
to pass though deferred ten thousand years, as if it 
were fulfilled in ten days. For two reasons this is 
so; he says, ‘I am the Lord, I change not,” and “his 
covenant will he remember.” He never changes his 
mind, nor forgets the words he has spoken. 

In verses nine and fifteen, we havea _ plain‘state- 
ment of the Lord’s reason for delaying his coming. 
-It is that men may have an extended time for 
repentance, and salvation. Here again the Russel 
“Age to Come’ is proved a delusion of Satan. He 
says, “Restitution work, which hada _ beginning in 
our Lord’s ministry, was deferred until the Messiah 
shall come a second time.” If this were true, the 
sooner he came the sooner salvation work would 
go on. But God’s word authorizes us to say that 
his long delay is for the purpose of souls having an’ 
opportunity to repent and be saved, whereas” his 
second coming will be the “day of judgment and: 
perdition of ungodly men,” the point at which all 
salvation work will forever be cut off. 

“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also and ns -works that are 
therein shall be burned up.’ 

This is‘so plaia thet comment is seat nected! 
Christ told his church that he would come at a time 
when not looked for. Peter’s words here convey 
the same idea. And in that day of the Lord’s coming 
“the heavens’ (the acrial heavens) will pass away 
with a great noise, andthe elements shall melt; the 
earth and the works therein shall be burned up. 
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The atmosphere, earth, and all in it, even all the 
elements that compose this globe, shall be melted 
aud burned up. In verse cleven it is again repeated 
that “all these things shall be dissolved,’ and we are 
solemnly charged in view of this coming crisis to 
live “in all holy conversation and godliness, looking 
for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, 
wherein the heavens [air] being on fire shall be 
dissolved, and the elements [of this earth] shall 
melt with fervent heat.” These scriptures it would 
seem, cannot be misconstrued. They emphatically 
teach us that the earth and all pertaining to it, at 
the coming of Christ and the day of judgment, will 
be reduced back 40° a-melted, and? chaotic ‘state: 
without form and void, as its matter existed before 
the six days of creaticn and which may have been 
the vaporous remains o’ some previously burned- 
up world in unbounded eternity past. 

It cannot be denied that the very end: which the 
apostle Peter pictures for this earth, accords with 
what astronomers have observed in the destruction 
ofother planets. Some fourteen planets well known, 
and some of them larger than our earth, have been 
known to burn up, and after the great conflagration: 
the telescope, when pointed to. their location, found 
an empty space. The fact that this has taken place 
with other planets, confirms the foretold doom that 
awaits our sin-polluted earth. Let all our readers 
prepare for such an awful catastrophe; for as trueas 
God has spoken, it will come. 

“Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such 
things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in 
peace, without spot and blameless.” 

Oh that the vain speculators upon the solemn 
subjects of prophecy, and all their deceived readers, 
would stop and consider the loud warnings from the 
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Almighty everywhere associated with ie ee 
advent of Christ! Instead of ushering in an age of 
restitution of souls from sin, and millennial glory, it 
will consign to eternal despair all who will not be 
found “in peace, without spot and _ blameless.” 
Reader, is that your happy condition just now? If 
not, rest not until the blood of Christ is applied, 
which “cleanseth from all sin,’and “from all unright- 
eousness.”’ 

Turning to Revelations 20: 11-15 we have another 
picture of that last great day which exactly agrees 
with that given by Peter. 

“And Isawa great white throne, and him that 
sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven 
fled away; and there was found no place for them.” 
— Ver, 11. 

Just as the astronomer found an empty space 
where once the planets were located amid the 
heavenly bodies after they were burned up, so inthe 
day of judgment the heavens and earth that compose 
this globe will pass out of existence, and no place be 
found for them. 

The second coming of Christ, the resurrection, 
‘the general judgment and the destruction of the 

earth, we have clearly .proved will take place all in 
the last day of this dispensation. The same things 
are all brought to view in this lesson in Rev. 20. 
After speaking of the heavens and the earth passing 
away out of existence, the Revelator continues, 

“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God; and the books were opened: and 

‘another book was opened, which is the book of life: 
and the dead were judged out of those things which 
were written in the books, according to their works. 

And the sea gave up the dead which wereinit; and 
death and hell delivered up the dead which were in 
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them: and they were judged every man according 
to their works. And death and hell were cast into 
the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

And whosoever was not found written in the 
book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” —Verses 
P21 

Vics again we see the dead, all the dead, coming 


forth from land and sea, and immediately the judg- 
nient scene follows, and the separation of the wicked _ 


from the righteous, ‘‘and whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast into the lake of 
fire.” The language clearly implies that in that day 
of final examination some will be found in the book 
of life, and others not. So it is impossible to locate 
this scene either at the supposed resurrection of the 
just before the millennium, or at the conclusion of 
it; when, it is thought, the wicked will be raised and 
judged by themselves. Nay, all are raised at the 
same time, and all are judged atthe same time; 
nor will the earth remain for a thousand years literal 
reign, but will by the fire of God’s judgment pass 
out of existence. 

But such as wish this earth for their eternal abode, 
being earthly minded, place over against the test#- 


- mony of Peter and John, these passages: ‘The earth 


which he hath established forever ’—Psa. 78:59. “The 
world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved.” 
—Psa. 93: 1. But these poetical sayings should not 
be so interpreted as to contradict plain and positive 
New Testament teaching. That the earth cannot 


_ be moved by any one but the Almighty is very sure. 


But that he who made it can move, and even destroy 
it, no sensible person will deny. Hence the words 
prove nothing against the burning up of this world. 


_ Psalms 78: 69 is rendered in “Younc’s BiBLE TRANS- 
LATION’ as follows: ‘And buildeth his sanctuary asa 
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high place, like the earth, he founded it to the age.” 

It was the sanctuary that he founded to. the age. 
But even were the words ‘‘forever,’ or “to the age,’ 

applied to the earth, all know that the expression, 
when applied to things this side of the end of time 
only dénotes the longest period of time that can be 
affirmed of the thing spoken of. Thus of the pass- 
over feast, and in fact, about all of the ceremonies, 
it is said, “It shall be a statute throughout your 
generations forever.” Which simply meant that it 
was a permanent law as long as that legal economy 
continued. But they have all passed away long ago; 
and so shall this earth pass away at the end of time, 
at the coming of Christ.» How then can there bea 
millennial reign on this earthP We have proved 
there will be none before Christ comes; and by still 
more abundant scriptures that there will be none 
after his return; and now we have also proved that 
at the time of his revelation from heaven with power 


and great glory, the earth will be burned up, and’ 


pass away, leaving no possible place for the millen- 
nial dream to be enacted. Now we come to notice 





8th. THH iN ANY LOOSING OF SATAN. 





“And I saw an angel come oun from heaven, 
having the key of the bottomless pit and a great 
chain in his hand, 

And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, 
which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound hima 
thousand years, 

And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him 
up, and set aseal upon him, that he should deceive 


the nations no more, till the thousand years should 
be fulfilled: and after ‘that he must be loosed a little ae: 
season. ”°__Rev. 20: I- ? 


Oe Sy eae ; 


re Aca 
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While the spiritual minded can understand these 
mysteries, we confess it is rather difficult to make 
-Others understand them, especially minds that are 
already occupied with the erroneous notion of a 
millennium reign. But one thing must be acknowl- 
edged by all reasonable minds, and that is this rule: 
All deeply symbolic and mysterious portions of the 
word of God, if interpreted at all, must receive sucha 
construction as harmonizes with the plain, unmistical 
teaching of the Bible. And in no case shoul such 
texts be made to teach that which contradicts plain 
unmistakable truth. By this sensible rule, whatever 
may be the meaning of this lesson in Revelations 20 
there is no such a thing asa thousand years of all 
righteousness on earth, either before or after the 
second advent of Christ. This fact is settled by 
many texts that are absolutely positive, and not 
susceptible of explanation in any other light. In 
fact the most of them millennium teachers make no 
attempt to harmonize with their theory. The plain 
unequivocal teaching of Christ and his apostles, 
they leave alone, and betake themselves to the sealed 
mysteries 6f prophecy and revelation. But even 
there they find not a single text in all the Bible that 
asserts a thousand years reign of Christ on earth. 
Nor is there one passage in all the Holy Book that 
asserts that this earth will be inhabited by onlyright- 
eous people during athousand years, or forany period 
of time. Not one passage in all the blessed Bible 
which asserts that one thousand years will intervene 
between the literal resurrection of the righteous and 
-the wicked. These three positions constituté the 
foundation of the miilennium theory, but they have 
_ no place in the word of God. 

While we are not willing to set Revelations 20 
against the plain foretellings of the four gospels, 
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and of the New Testament epistles, by the aid of 
God’s Spirit we shall show to all unprejudiced 
minds an interpretation of these ‘symbols that. 
harmonizes with the whole wyerd, and which is also 
sustained by facts. & 

First, who is the “angel ¢ come down from heaven, 
having the key of the bottemiess pith. We find 
the answer in Rev. 9:1-3. 

“And the fifth angel sounded, Sned saw a Star fall 
- from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given — 
the key of the bottomless pit. 

And he opened the bottomless pit; and there 
arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great 
furnace; and ihe sun and the air were darkened by 
reason of the smoke of the pit. 

And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the 
earth: and unto them was given power, as the 
scorpions of the earth have power.” 

Stars represent God’s ministers. Dan. 12:3. One 
angel, or one star in these texts stands for all the 
ministry of that time and rank. This star fell from 
heaven; namely, God’s primitive ministry fell from 
the heavenly plane of the apostolic faith and 
holiness. And to this fallen ministry ‘was given 
the key of the bottomless pit.’—Rev. g:1. “And I 
saw an angel come down from heaven, having the 
key of the bottomless pit.’—Rcev. 20: 1. Surely 
these are one and the same. Not only did he. bear 
that key, but he also had a great chain in his hand,” 


“2 * 90; I, with which, we are told, he bound “that old 


serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan,” “a thousand 
years. i in . 
Surely no person would be foolish enough to supp 
that Satan could be bound with a literal chain, A’ 
spiritual being cannot thus be confined. It Was 3 
therefore not a literal and entire binding, but a figure 
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of speech to indicate a certain curtailing of the ~ 
devil’s liberty, a deprivation of his desired opera- 
tions. Now we knowno better eee to arrive ata 
knowledge of things spoken of inthe Bible, than to 
consult the inspired volume for its own explanation. 
What kind of chains do we find here spoken of as 
binding Satan? In 2 Peter 2: 4-we learn that “God 
spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them 
down to hell, and delivered them into chains 9g 
darkness, to be reserved unto judgment.” And again 
in Jude 6, “The angels which kept not their first - 
estate, but left theirown habitation, he hath reserved 
in everlasting chains uncer darkness, unto the 
judgment of the great day.” 

Here then we have two witnesses that daritness 
constitutes chains by which Satan is bound. Then 
the angel which had the key of the bottomless pit 
must have introduced a thousand vears of darkness; 
for darkness is designated as a chain by which Satan 
is bound, and he was bound by a chain that certain 
length of time. Now let us return to Revelations 9, 
ist versé. “The angel that’ Reld: that key-to the 
_ bottomless pit was a failen star. How did he bind 
Satan? Ans. Ver.2, “And he opened the bottontiless 
pit; and there arose asmoke out of the pit, as the 
smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air 
were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit.” 

How awfully true! How beautifully and wonder- 
fully the word of God blends together! In chapter 
_ 20, this power came ‘down from heaven, having a 
= ebain i in his hand, with which Satan was bound, and. 

which chain the Word authorizes us to call darkness. 
i Hence we repeat, he must have introduced darkness. 
_. Here the manner of his descent: is more clearly | 
aE he fell from heaven; is therefore a fallen 
ministry, And what fol owed? Namely, he brought 


a 
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chains of darkness. Ile opcned the bottomless pit, 


and there arose asmoke out of the pit, so dense 
that it darkened the sun and the air. Dear reader, 


cannot you see that darkness, and not ro@hteousness 


filled the earth during that thousand years? The 
bottomless pit repres:nts the boundless abyss of 
everything that is siniul, unholy and false; the 
infernal sink of error, superstition, tradition, and 
doctrines of devils.. The fallen ministry, no longer. 
teaching by the Spirit's light, opened this bottom- 


tess pit of every conceivabie error, and did actually 


fill the earth with the utter n'ght of cenfusion and 
abominable superstition. Yea, the sun and air were 
darkened. In which condition the light of the mocn 
would also be shut out of the earth. Of course this 
is figurative languege. Just as a dense smoke rising 
from a furnace and filling the air over our héads, 
would deprive us of the lis oht of the natural sun and 
moon, so the opening of the pit of error by false 
and fallen ministers necessarily causes to arisea 
smoke of error and moral darkness, by which the 
light of our sun| Jesus |andofthe moon[ the church ] 
must necessarily be darkened, ‘This very event was 
foretold by the Savior. 

“And many false prophets shall arise, and shall 
deceive many.”’— Matt. 24:11. 

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days 
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not 
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heavens shall be shales 


_—Matt. 24: 20. 
The tribulation here spoken of, dowunese alters ; 





to the persecutions of Pagan Rome, which terr 


ated near the end of the third century: following 
which every history of the church records a rapid — 


decline in all the virtues of the same; so that firs: 


eddie. \ “ 
a a a a ee a | 
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apostasy was substantially set up about A. D. 270, 
and by A. D. 500, the darkness of error had eclipsed 
the light of truth. And it is aremarkable fact that 
the awful night of Romish reign continued without 
interruption for one thousand years, from near the 
beginning of the fifth century to the beginning of 
the fifteenth century, when Luther began to defy 
and pierce the beast with his iron quill. Though 
utterly. opposite to the favorite, and by many, 
intensely idolized theory of the millennium, it is 
‘simply a truth before God, that the only millennium, 
“or specially divided-off thousand years on earth, 
was a reign of utter darkness. Rome confesses that 
she enjoyed one thousand years of unbroken power, 
extending from the fifth century to the reformation 
of the sixteenth century, which claim all ecclesias- 
tical history admits. 

Says Josiah Condor, as. quoted in -GooprRIcu’s 
CuurcH Hisrory, page 478, “What are termed the 
middle ages commenced with the fifth, and termin- 
ated withthe fifteenth century. Of these the first 
six are denominated the dark ages; but throughout 
the whole period, Christianity suffered a long eclipse of 
a thousand years.’ Here is the millennium of Rev. 
20. Rome sas enjoyed it long ago. It is a thing of 
the past. Revelation and history both agree and 
prove it so. An angel having the key to the 
bottomless pit, and a great chain [darkness | in his 
hand, lays hold of and shuts up in the bottomless 
pit the-old serpent, the devil, and that state of things 
continues a thousand years. That is one description. 
A star falls from heaven [a ministry falls from 
holiness}; to him was given the same key to the 
bottomless pit. He opens the same, and» dense 
darkness comes forth, concealing the light of the sun, 


That darkness is the chain spoken of in the other | 


= 
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record. Itis all the same in effect, whether the 
dark clouds of error and superstition arise from the pit 
of error like smoke from a great furnace, and darken 
the earth, so that scarcely any salvation work was 
found on earth, and Satan was bound by the existing 
darkness, z. e., deprived of his own wanted work of 
deceiving and destroying spiritual souls; or whether 
he was cast into the same bottomless pit, and bound 
there. In either case, the fallen ministry brought 
into the world sucha flood of darkness, that it grew 
monotonous for the devil. There was nothing that 
he could do, in the way of destroying immortal 
souls. Itis an undeniable fact that darkness consti- 
tutes the chains that bind Satan in hell. There being 
nothing good for him to mar. And this being 


undeniable, it follows that the darkness of hell th. it 


so generally spread over the earth for a thousand 
years, would also bind Satan here. Darkness does 


bind the devil; so says the Word. But we may 


freely admit that the hght of God’s truth will also,in 
another sense, bind him. But which was itin this 
case? By the authori ity of God’s word we say it was 


chains of darkness and not chains of light. The 
angel that had the key to the bottomless pit, and 


who confined Satanin the same, was not a holy 
messenger of God, but a star that had fallen from 


heaven to earth,—an apostate ministry. 


With regard to the loosing of Satan, we may simply 
point to the reformation of the sixteenth century, 
and lo! he was wonderfully loosed and active. 
Behold the bloody persecutions, the twenty years of — 
devastating wars. Surely all hell was let loose against _ 
the saving truth. *[he same loosing of Satan may — 
be seen now in any community where death and 
formality reign. If the true gospel of God is caused ° 
to break out there, Satan.soon wakes up, Slanders 
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and other manifestations of his activity soon show 
up. Have you not heard men remark, where a real 
revival of God’s work is in progress, that “it seems 
the very devil is loose in this place?” 

But now we come to notice 


—_——_—__ &_o—_o____—_—_— 


Sth, WHO REIGNHD WITH CHEIST A THOUSAND 
YHARS, AND WHERE. 





“And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and 
judgment was given unto them: and 1 saw the souls 
of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, 
and for the word of God, and which had not 
worshiped the beast, neither his image, neither had 
received his mark upon their foreheads, or in there 
hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years. 

But the rest of the dead lived not again until the 
thousand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection. 

Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first 
resurrection: on such the second death hath no. 
power, but they shall he priests ofeGod and of Christ,> 
and shall reign with him a thousand years.”—Rev. 
20: 4-6. 

We find clear answers in the Word to both these 
questions. Says the Revelator, “I saw the souls of 
them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus 
and for the word of God, and which had not worshiped 
the beast, neither his image, neither had received 
his mark: upon their foreheads, or in. their hands: 
and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand 





ee this verse and in the context, is the only place 
in the entire Bible that a reign is spoken of that 


* 
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covers a thousand years. Is it not a marvel of 
imagination that a literal reign on earth, of literally 
resurrected men, should ever have been invented 
out of this solitary text, which asserts nothing of 
the kind? Who are here spoken of as reigning with 
Christ? “The souls of them that had been beheaded 
for the witness of Jesus,” etc. Disembodied souls 
are the only persons of whom this limited reign is 
affirmed. To make them anything else is to wrest 
the word of God. “Ah,” but says the millennial 
teacher, ‘in the fifth verse it says, ‘this is the first 
_ resurrection,’ hence they were resurrected.” But, 
beloved reader, we have already proved that the 
first resurrection is a spiritual experience, the 
quickening of the soul into spiritual life. Observe 
also, those souls who had been beheaded before the 
thousand years, and “the rest of the dead;” namely, 
those who were to be quickened at the close of that 
period, are all summed up, and then comes the 
assertion, “This is the first resurrection. Blessed 
and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection; 
on such the second death hath no power, but they 
shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign 
with him a thousand years.’ This latter clause 
refers back to the martyrs of the first century, who 
reioned with Christ during the middle age of dark- 
ness. But “thisis the first resurrection,” sums up 
the former, and the rest of the dead who lived again 
[were quickened] after the light of salvation reap- 
peared onearth. “The first resurrection” refers not 
to aninstance of resurrection, but it is a brief way 
of speaking of all who had received this spiritual 
resurrection. ‘Blessed and holy is he that hath © 
part” init. Yes, it is the very resurrection unto life | 
in Christ, which makes us blessed and holy. In this 
resurrection we become kings and priests unto God, 
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and in the next chapter we shall prove that salvation 
from sin through the bl Mood of Christ, makes us such. 
Praise his dear name! 

But let us now see where these souls reigned with 
Christ. ‘We find it told under the opening of the 
fifth seal, in Rev. 6:9, 10. But that we may better 
understand, let us see what is represented in those 
first five seals. In chapter 5:1, John “saw in the 
right hand of him that sat on the throne, a book 
written within and on the back side, sealed with - 
seven seals.” This book represents the plan of 
salvation, and the seven seals cover the time of its 
accomplishment, from the incarnation of Christ to 
the end of this redemption age. Each seal brings 
us to a new epoch in the history of the church. 
“Behold the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the root of 
David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose 
the seven seals thereof.’—Ver. 6. Jesus Christ 
undertakes the plan of redemption. “And I beheld, 
and lo, in the midst of the throne, and of the four 
beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb 
as it had been slain, having seven herns and seven 
eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent forth 
into all the earth.”—-Ver. 6. Here the Lion of the 
tribe of Juda, is also a Lamb, the sacrifice for the 
sins of the world. A horn denotes rank, power, 
authority.. Seven horns, complete authority, “all 
power in heaven and earth.” ‘Seven spirits,” means 
that he was in possession of the full and perfect 
wisdom and power ot the Spirit; “all the fullness of 
the gocdhead borily.” ; 
“And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the 
eals, and 1 heard, as it were the noise of thunder, 
oue of thc four beasts saying, Come and see. 

And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that 
sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto 
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him: an he eae forth conquering, and to conquer.” 
-—Rev. 6:1, 2. 

The white horse denotes purity, holiness. This 
first seal describes the Lord Jesus rapidly going 
forth conquering the nations, inand through his pure 
apostolic church. 

“And when he had opened the second seal, I 
heard the second beast say, Come and see. 

And there went out another horse that was red: 
and power was given to him that sat thereon to take 
peace from the ‘earth, and that they should kill one 
another: and there was given unto him a great sword.” 
—Verses 3, 4. 

The opening of ‘the second seal brings to view a 
red horse, and to him that sat thereon was givena 
great sword. Here is symbolized the persecutions 
of Pagan Rome. 

“And when he had opened the third seal, I heard 
the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, 
and lo, a black horse; and he that sat-on him hada 
pair of balances in his hand. 

And I heard a voice inthe midst of the four 
beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and 
three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou 
hurt not the oiland the wine.’—s5, 6. 

Now comes the apostasy which we have already 
observed, rapidly developed at the end of the Pagan 
persecutions, Black horse~ denotes corruption; 
“balances,” ‘‘a measure of wheat for a penny,” etc., 
denote a famine, but it is aspiritual famine, a depri- 
vation of the word of God. Amos 8: II, 12. 


“And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard 2 . 


the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see. 
And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his. 

name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed 

with him. And power was given them over the 
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fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with 
hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the 
earth.’ —7, 8. 

Here is described the awful persecution and 
slaughter of the saints of God under Papal Rome. 

A pale horse, and his rider, Death; how true the 
picture! And Hades, the unseen world of spirits, 
followed after him. Yes, that place of the spirits of 
the dead was well fed by their cruel hands. 

“And when he had opened: the fifth seal, I saw 
under the altar the souls of them that were slain for 
the word of God, and for the testimony which they 
held: 

And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How 
long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge 
and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the: 
earth? 

And white robes were given unto every one of 
them; and it was said unto them, that they should 
rest yet fora little season, until their fellow-servants 
also, and their brethren, that should be killed as 
they were, should be fulfilled.”—9,10,11. 

Here a long period of darkness and general 
stagnation finally reaches the reformation uf the 
16th century. And now the same “souls of them 
that had been slain for the word of God and for the 
testimony which they held,’ which were said to 
have reigned with Christ a thousand years—Rev. 20, 
—were seen by John. They were ‘under the altar.” 
Upon the altar would indicate active devotion to 
God; but “under the altar’ denotes that their labors. 
were finished. Thay are not described as men 
incarnate here on earth; but they were the souls of | 
men that had been beheaded. This language is too 

lain to be misunderstood. : 
_. “They cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, 
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O Lord, holy and true, dost thou judge and avenge 
our blood on them that dwell on the earth?” This 
shows that it had been a long time since they had 
been waiting for the final day of rewards. They 
~ speak of “them that dwell on the ‘earth,’ which 
clearly implies that they themselves dwell elsewhere. 
Where then did they dwell? The word of God 
clearly< informs, us. Read 22. Cor, .§°1-8.5 Lox be 
absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.” 

“And white robes were given to every one of 
“them.” Here is a glorious and beautiful fact, which 
the Lord has only of late enable us to understand. 
Another dear brother caught the mind of the Spirit, 
and as soon as mentioned, the Lord confirmed it 
with a blessing and witness in our heart. Weknew 
and taught we must put onthe white robes of per- 
fect holiness here in this life: but it looked a little 
strange to us that these seemed to be given them 
- nearly a thousand years after having departed to be 
with the Lord. 

Here is the truth of the matter. They had: heen 
branded and. killed as heretics, and held as bad 
characters, unfit, and unsafe for the society of earth 
because of their loyalty to God. But now, behold 
the change! The light of the reformation revealed 
the fact that they had been holy saints, and 
- were martyred for Christ’s sake. In other words, 
when the beast power was revealed as corrupt and 


wicked, it was readily seen that these were holy and. 
good. And so white robes were imputed, to them 
whose character men had previously blackened. — 
Yea, ‘“‘white robes were given to every one of them.” — 
To them pure holiness was ascribed, and to them it~ 
has ever since been ascribed. Their true character: 
was confessed on earth, and their lives and testimony, - 
_ once hated, have since been admired and applauded. 
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And in this sense white robes were given to them at 
that time. They then began to look white inthe 
eyes of men. Praise God! Righteousness, though 
long trampled in the mire, is bound to shine out 
and be confessed in due time. 

“And it was said unto them, that they should rest 
yet for a little season, until their fellow-servants 
also and their brethren, that should be killed as 
they were, should be fulfilled.”—Ver. 11. 

Here it is seen that what are called‘‘the rest of the 
dead” in Rev. 20, and who are supposed by millen- 
‘nium teachers to be the wicked, are the real brethren 
and fellow-servants of the souls that rested and 
reigned with Christ in Abraham’s bosom during the 
thousand years. ‘The rest of the dead lived not 
again until the thousand years were finished. This 
is the first resurrection.”’—20:5. 

This simply means that under the preaching of 
the pure gospel, and the primitive fire of the Holy 
Spirit, a large host of souls were raised from death 
unto life. But the star (the ministry)- fell from 
heaven to earth, and black smoke of error arose 
from the bottomless pit,as a result of their preaching, 
hence there were very few spiritual resurrections 
took place. But the reformation again brings the 
resurrecting grace of God into action, and thousands — 
of “the rest of the dead” in sin have been raised to 
spiritual ife in Christ; and the two great crops, 
before and after the dark -age, are “brethren,” and 
with all the saved constitute the “first resurrection.” 
Praise the Lord! 

The former part was told, at the time of the 
sixteenth century reformation, “that they should 
rest yet for a little season, until their fellow-servants 
also, and their brethren, should be killed.” And 
sure enough, it was but a very little season after the 
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reformation began until terrible persecution Lester 
out, and thousands of their brethren were indeed 
killed as they had been. Thus you see, as we are 
led of Ged into the real truth of his word, all sweetly 
blends together, in perfect harmony. Amen. 
Certain souls; we are told, refgned a specified 
period of time with Christ in a disembodied state. 
Tuat designated thousand years is clearly located 
between two resurrection periods, and between two 
particular periods .of martyrdom. Now we Say that 


these specifications agree exactly with the time we - 


have located the thousand years, and with no other 
time. 

It was exactly the case with the thousand years 
of darkness that lay between the resurrection ofa 
great host by the pure gospel of the primitive 
church, and that of another mighty army that have 
been awakened unto righteousness, and raised from 
the dead, under the hail, fire and blood of the 
reformation. And these two great armies are 
together called the first ESTEE RHOTE which we 
-have proved is spiritual. 

The two particular perio dl of persecution and mar- 
-tyrdom that stand at the two ends of the millennium 
of darkness on earth, are also clearly seen in history. 
Whatever may be said of more ox less persecution 
during the one thousand years, it cannot be denied 
that there were two distinctly marked and most 
bloody epochs of martyrdom at the two ends of the 
thousand years of Romish night. Namely, the ten 


primitive persecutions of Pagan Rome, and that — 
awful slaughter that followed the reformation. 
Hence the interpretation of these wonderful revela- 
tions that has been given us by the Spirit of God, 
concur with all scripture, and agree with facts of 


history. pee | pee 


ee 


Ce me 
en Bey 


‘ DOCTRINE REPFUTED. 57 


igth. Wilds REIGHED OW RARTH, AND WERE? 





Certain souls were reigning with Christ in a 
disembodied state, during a certain thousand years. 
But itis not said that their reign was confined to that 
period. When did they begin to reign with him? 
Auswer, when they got salvation. The entire church 
of Godis described as a “chosen generation, a ROYAL 
PrixesrHoop, an holy nation.’—1 Pet. 2:9. A royal 
priesthood is a priesthood of kings. Therefore those 


martyrs became kings and priests when they entered | 
y g 


the church by the salvation of the Lord Jesus. 
By this we may also see when men receive the 
first resurrection, “Blessed and holy.is he that hath 


partin the first resurrection; on such the second 


death hath no power; but they shall be priests of 
God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a 
thousand years.” “Happy and holy is he who is 
having part in the first rising again.’—Youna. 
They in the first resurrection are here said to 
be priests and nee But the entire church are a 
royal priesthood, 7. ¢., priests and kings. Hence 
both thee first eo ueection and reign with Christ, 
dated from their salvation into God’s church. And 
the same is true of all ssaints to the end of time. 
“They which receive abundance of grace, and of 
the cift of righteousness, § shall reign in life by one 
Jesus Christ."—Rom. 5:17. This glorious reign is 
not reserved to a future age, but, thank God, is 
enjoyed in this life; not in.a millennium, but, by 
the a panded of grace .we have in. Christ, and the 
eift of his own righteousness. 

In A. D. 96, John saw the BL sidus Cherian 
which he was directed to send to the church of God 
in seven cities of Asia. And thus he addresses ‘them: 
“John, to the seven chugches which are in Asia; 
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Grace be unto you and peace,” etc. “Unto him 


_ that loved us, and washed us from our sins tn his 


own blood, and hath made us KINGS AND PRIESTS unto 
God and his Father: to him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen.’—Rev. 1: 4- =65 62 eS 

Is this testimony true? It certainly is the inspired 
word of God. Then it isan undeniable fact that in 
the first century all who were saved of Christ and 
washed in his blood, were made kings and _ priests 
unto God. And again we say, thank God, the 
same is true to day. But all down through the dark 
age, because men and women were not washed in 
the blood of Christ from all sin, they naturally 

supposed it must bea special privilege reserved for 
the future; hence the millennium delusion. 

But can we positively prove that holy men and 
women actually reign in this world in its present 
condition? Surely the apostle John was in the 
world, and so were the churches of Asia, and he 
declared that both himsclf and they reigned at that 
time as kings. 

This is not all? In the very opening of the plan 
of salvatien, the redeemed sang a new song, saying, 
“Thou art worthy to take the book [the plan of 
salvation ] and to open the seven seals thereof: for 
thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by 
thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation; and hast made us unto our God 
kings and priests; and we shall REIGN ON THE EARTH.” 
—kKev. 5:9, 10. 

Here again the word of God gets far ahead of the 
dark age millennial theory. That anticipates a 


a reign on earth as yet to come; but the only reign 


of Christ on earth that is mentioned in the Bible 
was ushered in over eighteen hundred years ago, at 
the beginning of the gospel era. . It was the subject 
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of “a new song” which the redeemed of the Lord 
sounded out in praises to God, from the hour they 
were washed in the blood of the Lamb. Praise God, 
that song we know! Thus a candid examination of 
the 1 — spired Word sweeps away one notion after 
another that make up that cherished theory, “Age 
to Come,” and ‘leads the mind back from vain 
speculations to Christ, as the embodiment of all 
good to the human race, and our reign with him as 
a glorious present fact. Amen. . 

Speaking somewhat ironically, the apostle in 1 
Cor. 4:8 says, ‘‘Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye 
have reigned as kings without us.’ But he imme- 
diately drops to the ‘sober wish of the heart, and 
thus he speaks: “And I would to God ye did reign, 
that we also might reign with you.” This .certainly 
shows that Paul, as well as Peter, understood that it 
is our privilege to be kings and priests unto God, in 
ss life; as he also taught in Rom. 5:17. “Even 

” he farther remarks in verse 21, “might grace 
Seta through righteousness unto eternal ite, =" by 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” Thraugh the abounding 
grace of God, and the righteousness of Christ, we 
conquer and_ reign triumphant over sin, the world, 
and the devil. 

Therefore all true saints of God reign on earth, in 
this life, and continue to reign with him after absent 
from the body, and more gloriously present with 
the Lord. 





1ith. THE TIME GF RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS. 


The promise of this thorough restitution is brought 
forward as a pretext for: an age to come, and a 
different line of operations. Thus says the blind 
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man who sits ona great tower of conceit over in 
Allegheny, Pa. 

“Restitution work which hada beginning in our 
Lord’s ministry was deferred until the Messiah shall 
come a second time.” ‘The healing of some of the 
sick, and the awakening ofa few of the dead of Israel, 
shadowed forth the greater work to be accomplished 
at his second presence, during the millennium.” 

“His redemption work at Calvary *** was the 
basis for all the great works of restitution in which 
we shall be engaged. with him in the times of 
restitution—which will indeed be far greater than 
anything done by our Lord at the first advent: for 
the awakening of the dead and the healing of the 
sick was only partial then,—as nothing compared to 
the full health and vigor of perfect and everlasting 
life, all that-was lost in Adam, which will be offered 
to all during the millennium.” His appointed time 
for restitution is the millennial age. Seeing this to 
be God’s plan, we must restrain ourselves and neither 
desire nor ask restitution work before restitution 
times.” | 

These quotations from the Babel Tower of July, 
1888, are sufficient to set forth the “doctrines of 
devils” it advocates. It may be summed up as 
follows: 

Ist, The time of restitution has not yet come. 

2d, It is not God’s purpose to restore souls and 
bodies from sin and disease in this age, as a rule. 

3d, At Christ’s second coming a millennial age is 
going to commence in which health and eternal life | 
will be offered to all men, and in which there will — 
be a universal salvation. to all the race of mea that 
were lost in Adam’s fall. And in that next age we © 
will all have a chance to be engaged with Christa in 
the restoration of lost men, 
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These statements are directly contrary to the 
word of God. . 

Ist, In Acts 3:21, of Christ it is affirmed that “the 
heaven must receive him until the times of resti- 
tution of all things, which God hath spoken by the 
mouth of all his holy prophets since the world 
began.” The word ‘restitution’ is from Apokatastaseos, 
in the Greek which is defined in Youne’s ANALYTI- 
CAL CONCORDANCE as follows: “A putting down 
again: restoration.” It is a fact that Christ came to 
put down the rebellion that Satan inaugurated on 
this earth and thus to restore lost men to the favor of 
God. He began it by “leading captivity captive,” or 
by recapturing by his sceptre of love, the hearts 
of men who had been captivated by sin and Satan. 
So the restitution began with the kingdom which 
“smote the image on its feet,” z.¢., was set up during 
the Roman Empire, and which caused ‘‘Satan’s 
kingdom to fall like hghtning.” This putting down 
of evilis thus foretold in Micah 7:19. “He will 
turn again, he will have compassion uponus; he will 
subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their 
sins into the depths of the sea.” ——~_v 

Thus the restitution is going on through the 
mighty power of divine grace. And will be con- 
summated ina second policy; namely, the divine 
wrath, manifest upon the wicked at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ, ‘who shall change our vile [ decaying | 
body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious 
body, according to the working whereby he is able 
even to subdue all things unto “himself.”—Phil. 3:20, 
21. Here we see clearly that the restitution, putting 


: ; down, or subjugation of all things, will be consum- 
_ mated at the time of the resurrection which will be 
at his second coming. 


It is not a final restoration of all men unto 
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salvation, but the crowning of all who have been 


subjected to God, through Christ Jesus, and the 


eternal damnation of all who went down to their 


graves in sin and unrighteousness. 
2d, That God does not, as a rule, wish to save and 
heal men now, is a base satanic falsehood. ‘Behold 


: now is the accepted time, behold now is the day of 
‘ salvation,”—2 Cor. 6: 2 


3d, That a millennial age of salvation will follow 
the second advent of Christ, isa direct contradiction 


of the whole word of God. 


We simply add this, that the “restitution,” found in 


~ Acts 3: 21, isthe only instance of the Word in the 


English or Greek New Testament. And we have 
sufficiently shown that there is nothing at all in it, 
that hints at a future millennial reign, or another, 


-and better age of salvation to come. We have 


aiready proved in our first chapter, that the present 
is the last dispensation of time, and that the means 
of salvation that it holds forth are perfect in every 


way, and therefore it were impossible for God 


himself to. offer anything better. The hope ofa 
future and different method of salvation is an awful 
delusion of Satan. O that God would wake the 
deceived from their slumber on the brink of eternity; — 


-and from their dreams of future bliss, through which 


they neglect the now salvation of God, and will 
soon sink into eternal destruction! Jesus positively 
declared that all who beliéve not in him, will “die 
in their sins;’ and ‘whither I go, ye cannot come,’ 
—John 8: 21- —24, 

In his final commission he also sums up ‘he | 


eternal results, both of believing on him, and of 


rejecting him. ‘He that believeth and is baptized _ 
shadl be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned.” ANbaaae 16:16. Rest assured the Son of 
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God will never set aside his own sacred truth. Oh 
for your precious souls’ sake believe on him and be 
saved now, born again, and fully washed in the 
blood of Christ, and kept by his power through 
faith unto salv vation, ready to be revealed in the 
last time without spot or wrinkle. 





izth THE NEW JERUSALEM. 





This city of God is speculated upon by all millen- 
nium teachers. All their ideas as to what it is, are 
but confused guess-work. But they all identify it 
with the millenium, and think its coming is yet in 
the future. 

Dear reader, will you believe the testimony of the 
Bible, as to what this city is, and when it came 
down to earth? 

“And 1 John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as 
a bride adorned for her husband.’’— Rev. 21: 2. 

John saw this city descending from heaven to 
earth, and it was ‘prepared asa bride adorned for 
her husdand.” Here is asufficient hint for the wise, 

‘that this city is not a literal thing, but a represen- 
tation of a spiritual bride, ze, the bride of Christ. 

“And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, 
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he 

_will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, — 
‘and God himself shall be with them, and be their 
God.”-—Rev. 21: 3. 

As soon as the city came down from heaven, it is 
announced that “the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them,” etc. Here again isa 

’ sufficient intimation to the wise, to spiritual minds’ 
that the descent of the city, and the abode of God 
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with men are coincident events. Now we_ hear 


Christ saying, “But a little while and I will come, 
and will bring the Father with me, and we will make 
our abode with you.” John 14:23. 16:13-16, “For 
ye arethe temple of the living God; as God hath 
said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I 
will be their God and they shall be my people.”—2 
Cor. 6: 16. His name was called“ Emanuel,” for the 
very purpose of announcing that fact. The word 
signifies, ‘God with us.” Truly God was in Christ, 
and dwelt among men, and by the Holy Spirit has 
taken up his permanent abode in his church. Since 
the day of Pentecost the tabernacle of God is with 
mens» Hence at that time the New Jerusalem came 
down to earth. : : 

But John reiterates his vision of the city, and 
gives us an unmistakable delineation of the same. 

“And there came unto me one of the seven angels 
which had the seven vials full of the seven last 
plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I 
will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife: : 

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great 
and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, 
the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from 
God.’ —Rev. 21:9, 10. 

The angel promised to “show him the bride, the 
Lamb's wile.” And accordingly he showed him 
“that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out 
of heaven from God.” Dear reader, do you believe 
the angel showed John what he promised to show — 
him? if so, you believe that the city is the Lamb’s» _ 


The new Jerusalem is the bride of Christ; but i 
bride of Christ is his church. os 

Is the church already married to Christ? ca the: 2 
Word answer. In the morning of this dispensation, 
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when its beautiful twilight, which shone in the 
ministry of John, was giving place to the more 
glorious sunrise of Christ himself, his faithful foie- 
runner thus affirmed of him: “He that hath the 
bride is the bridegroom.’”—Jno. 3: 29. 

“And Jesus said unto then, ee the children of the 
bridechamber mourn, as’ long as the bridegroom is 
with them? But the days will come, when the 
bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then 
shall they fast.”—Matt. 9: 15. By both these wit- 
nesse; Cnrist was declareda bridegroom. Hischurch 
was his bride. He did not return to heaven leaving 
the church in anticipation of a future marriage. Nay, 
he was a bridegroom with them. He was taken 


away in person while in this relation. And he will | 


return, not to cohsummate his marriage with the 
church, but to receive his wife. 

“For the husband is the head of the wife, even as 
Christ is the head of the church: and he is the 
savior of the body. 

Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, 
so let the wives be to their own husbands in every 
thing. | 
Ifusbands, love your wives, even as Christ Bie 
loved the church, and gave himself for: it. 

That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the Wocd. 

That he might present it to himselfa glorious 
church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any suca 
thing; but that it. should be holy and eaont 


P blemish. 


So ought mento love their wives as the: rown 


bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 


For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but 


nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the | 
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church: for we are members of his body, of his flesh, 
and of his bones. 

l‘or this cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and ao: 
two shall be one flesh. 

This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning — 
Christ and the church. Nevertheless, let every one 
of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; 
and the wife see that she reverence her husband.’”— 


Eph. 5: 23-33. 


Chis Janguave is very clear and conclusive. The 


marriage relation is that which now exists between 


Christ Sad his church. “The husband is the head - 


of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church.” 
As the man and his wife are one flesh, “we are the. 
members of his body, of his flesh and of his bones.” 
And that we might know that we are indeed married 
to Christ now, he was unwilling to drop the mysteries 
of this wont derful relation, without reassuring us that 
the marriage of the Lamb had ainewery come, Ths 
is a great mystery: but I speak .concerning Christ 
and the church.” So Christ and the church are 
living in the beautiful bonds of matrimony. 
“Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become 
dead to the law bythe body of Christ: that ye 
should be married to another, even to Jiim who is 
raised from the dead, that we should bring forth 
fruit unto God.’’—kRkom. 7: 4. That we “should be 
married,” is quite intefinitein time; but the last clause 
roves beyond doubt the present enjoyment of this 
bale union with Christ. The object of the same is” 
thus stated, “That we should bring forth fruit unto 
God.” The fiuit of matrimony is offspring. Not 
in the future world, but now Zion travails Sua 
brings forth sons and daughters unto God. The 


whole church are “workers together with God” in 
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the salvation of lost souls. In A. D. 30, Jesus had 
a bride and was himself bridegroom. Jno. 3: 20. 
And like a true companion his wife joined heart and 
soul with him in the great cause which drew him to 
earth. Accordingly in A. D. 96, we hear “the Spirit 
and the bride say, Come.”—Rev. 22: 17. -“But 
Jerusalem which is above [above the law dispensa- 
tion and the world ] is free, whichis the mother of us 
all.”’—- Gal. 4: 26. So then if Christ and the church of 

God, which is spiritual Jerusalem, be not martied, 
her offspring are bastards, and we are not legitimate 
sons of God. 

What is meant by the marriage of the Lamb? The 
marriage of man and wife ina most striking manner, 
illustrates our union with Christ. The following are 
some of the points of agreement between the ‘two 
First, in taking a husband, a woman leaves her father 

and mother’s house, with all its endearing attractions. 
She also gives up every other aspirant for her heart 
and hand: She leaves ail others on earth to cleave 
to and love him. So says Christ: “Whosoever 
forsaketh not father, mother“and alithat he heth 
“-cannot be my disciple” Second, the bride must 
~  eventeave her former name, and be. called by the 
name of her husband. So does Christ write his new 
name upon us, and henceforth whatsoever we do in 
word or deed, we do in his name. Third, the 
marriage relation is sealed under a covenant of 
fidelity for life; the husband to love, cherish and 


Ee protect;. the wife to love, honor, and obey. So does 
__._ the Christian enter into an everlasting covenant with 
-. God in Christ to abandon ail for his sake, to love 

~ trust and obey him in all things. And God places 
e : teainselt under covenant obligations to love us for 
-__. Christ’s sake, to preserve us from all evil, and supply 
| all our Bends: Thus we see that-all the prominent 
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Ptearcs of the marriage state are fulfilled in our 
present relation to God when saved in Jesus, and he 
that is not really married to Jesus, has not left all 
for his sake, and is not saved in God. 

Why the church is called new Jerusalem. The 
following are some of the points of agreement 
between old Jerusalem and the church of God, as 
type and antitype. First, it was the dwelling place 
of God on earth. Now the church is the habitation 
of God through the Spirit.—Eph. 2:22. In Jerusalem 
was the temple of God; the church is now his holy 


temple. 2 Cor. 6:16. In Jerusalem God recorded 


his name; his church is also called by his name. In 
Jerusalem was the place of continual sacrifice unto 
God. “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a 
spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up 


spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus 


Christ.”—-1 Peter 2: 5. As therefore, the church of 
God has taken the place of old Jerusalem as the 
present .dwelling place and temple of God, and 
place of all offerings, she is called the new Jerusalem. 

The church is the bride of Christ, and so was the 
city that the angel showed John; hence that holy 
Jerusalem is nothing more nor less than God’s 
church. 

We aretold that Abraham “looked for a city 
which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is 
God.’—Heb, 11:10. Has any one on earth yet 
seen sucha city? We pass to the very next chapter, 
verses 22-24, and read. “But ye are come 1 to 
mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company 
of angels, to the general assembly and church ofthe | 


firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God — Bi 


the judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made 
perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of the new 
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covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that 
speaketh better things than that of Abel.” 

In the name of Jesus we ask, What need be plainer? 
yea, what can be plainer than these facts? First, the 
“city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,” is 
identical with the “general assembly and church of 
the firstborn, which are written in heaven.” Second, 
that in the present dispensation we have already 
come unto it, and are living inthe same. That we 
come to it by coming to Jesus the mediator of the 
new covenant, and that this divine church is one of 
the better things which the blood of Christ now 
speaks to all who have it applied by faith. In verses 
18-21, the apostle says ‘ye are not come to the 
mountain,’ etc.; namely, to Sinai; ye have passed 
out from under the law economy, and are come to 
mount Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem, and church of 


the firstborn. So you see.this new Jerusalem came 


down at the point of transition from the Mosaic to 
the law of Christ, and he addresses the church as the 
same. “Ye are the light of the world. A city that 


‘is set on a hill cannot be hid.”—Matt. 5 eE4. 


Looking forward to the church of this dispensation 
the prophet Isa. 26: 1, said, “In that day shall this 


song be sung in the land of Judah; We have astrong © 


city; salvation will God appoint for walls and 
bulwarks.” What else under heaven can this be 
but God’s church? Salvation. does indeed stand 
between the divine fold and. the outside world, 
round about: and there is no possible access to the 
church except through salvation. Cbrist says, “I 


am the door, by me if : any man enter in he shall be 


saved. ”__Tohn 10:9. 
“Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the 
temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and 


Twill write upon him the name of my God, and the 
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name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusa- 
lem, which cometh down cut of heaven from my 
God: and I will write upon him my new name.’— 
ISEV 523: F2, 


This message is addressed to the churches, in this 


dispensation, and is the present privilege of the 
overcomer. We see associated the temple of God 
[ the church | with the “city of my God, which is new 
Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from 
my God.” Notice the tense of its coming. It is not 
reserved for the future; but isa present fact ina 
continuous form. Just as John says, “The blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son CLEANSETH us from all sin.” It 
actually does the work now, but it also continually 
cleanses day by day such as come and meet the 
terms, and it keeps us washed always. Just so the 
new Jerusalem the church of the present dispensa- 
.tion; its grace, wisdom, truth, power, love, light, 
- glory and salvation, came fully down on the day of 
Pentecost; and yet her sanctifying elements, are 
continually coming down to other hearts that are 
open to receive her, and increasing in the hearts of 
all who dwell within her sacred gates. Hence she 
“cometh down out of heaven,” a present but contin- 
uous fact. 

“Awake, awake, put on thy strength, O Zion: Sut 
on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem the holy 
city: for henceforth there shall’ no more come into 
thee the uncircumcised and the unclean. 

Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, 
O Jerusalem; loose thyself from the bands of thy 


neck, O captive daughter of Zion.”—Isa. 52: 1,2. — 
What sense could attach to these words 1f Jerusa- — 


lem be not God’s church? How could a literal city 
put on her beautiful garments, shake herself, and sit 


down? But remembering that the new and holy 
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Jerusalem, which is here prophesied of, is the bride 
of Christ, the above language is all natural and 
sensible. : 

“There is a-river, the streams whereof shall make 
glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacle 
of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: 
God shall help her, and that right early. — 

The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he . 
uttered his voice, ‘the earth melted.”—Psa. 40: 4-0. 

Here again no other interpretation of the city of 
God will meet the description but his church. The 

river is salvation and eternal life. The streams 
thereof are streams of mercy, grace, love, truth, etc. 
Ail of which constitute the river of life that flows in 
the midst of the golden city—God’s church. Rev. 
22:1,2. Truly this beautiful river does make glad the 
hearts of God’s people. We are also told that God 
is in the midst of this holy city. The same is true of © 
his church. And out of her “utters his voice.” And, 
as a result, “The heathen raged, the kingdoms were 
moved.” ‘This is all true in the church of the living 
God; but would never suit the imaginary millennial 
age, wherein there are no heathen. 

‘} have raised him up in righteousness, and I will 


direct all his ways: he shall build my city, and he | 


shall let go my captives, not for Bree nor reward, 
saith the Lord of hosts.”—Isa. 45: 

This is no other than Christ, Che God raised up 
in righteousness. 

Hyde shall build my city, and he shall let go my 
captives.” ~He builds the city by saving men from 
the captivity ofsin. Yea, saith God, “He shall build 
My city.” God’s city, or the church of God. 
“Therefore thy gates shall be open continually; 

they shall not be shut day nor night.’"—Isa. 60: Il. 
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-city, and from the things which are written in this 


the book of life, and out of the holy city.” Then it 


“The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall come 
bending unto thee; and all they that despised thee 
shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet; 
and they shall ‘call thee, The city of the Lord, 
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.”—Ver. 14. 

The city of the LoRD—Jehovah-is here said to have 
feet, and her enemies shall come and bow down 
thereto. All this is perfectly true of God’s church. 

“Behold the Lord hath proclaimed unto the ead 
of the world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, 
thy salvation cometh.’—Isa. 62: II. “And they 
shall call them, The holy people, The redeemed of 
the Lord: and thou shait be called, Sought out, A 
city not forsaken.”—Ver. 12. There is no possible 
evasion of the’ fact that the “holy people, the 
redeemed of the Lord,’ is the city of God. And that 
‘city was built when Christ came. 

‘And if any man shall take away from the words 
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away 3 
his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy : 
















+ 


book.’’—RKev. 22:19, 
This also is so plain that he that runneth may 
read. Any child of God who will detract from the - 
truth of God’s word, and we may safely say, commit 
any other sin, “God shall take away his part out of 


cannot be denied that the holy city isa present fact 
upon earth. And all whose names are written in 
the book of life have a part in her. And. to: hayweze = 
your name taken out of the Lamb’s book of life is to” 
forfeit that part and membership in the city. — This 
is indeed positive proof that the heavenly Jerusalem , 

Paul defines her, z. e., “The church of nae 

are written in heaven.” ‘ ee | 
ence more at the blessed city ais ae 
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before her warfare is accomplished, and let us see 
the end of her last battle. ‘‘And they—the forces 
of Gog and Magog, led by the devil—went up on the 
breadth of the earth and compassed the camp of the 
saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came 
down from God out of heaven, and devoured thein.” 
——Kev. 20: 9. 

The thousand years are past, and Satan is now- 
loosed, and is gathering together the Gog and Magog 
army, which is composed of Romanism and Protest- 
antism, and already they compass about and fight 
against the camp of the saints, the holy remnant 
that is being gathered out of all confusion, into the 
one faith of Christ. ‘Thecamp of the saints” is the 
same thing as the “beloved city.” And the fire that 
shall destroy their enemies will be the wrath of God 


“revealed from heaven at the coming of Christ. 


This city, we are told, “had the glory of God.” 
Revi; Il, su.hagsthe church: ‘johni17:2¢2. 

Thus could we go through the entire description 
of this holy city, from Rev. 21: 9, to Rev. 22: 5, and 
show you every specification fulfilled in the church 
of the New Testament. But we cannot take the 
space in this little work. Suffice it to say that the 
word of God testifies that the “bride the Lamb’s 
wife,” and this new Jerusalem, are one and the same 
thing, and that the bride of Christ is the church, 
Furthermore that we have already come unto the 
city of God, the heavenly Jerusalem. To deny 
these things is to strive against the word of God. 
But all who know God do receive hi$ word, 

We now proceed to consider 
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13th. THE NEW HEAVENS AND THE NEW EARTH. 


Just as Rev. 21: 3 indicates the time when the new 
Jerusalem of verse 2 came down from heaven, so 
verse 2 intimates what is meant by the new heavens 
and new earth of verse 1. Or to begin with the 
chapter, “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: 
for the first heaven and the first earth were passed 
away; and there was no more sea.”—Kev. 21:t. The 
next verse conducts the mind directly to the new 
Jerusalem, as explanatory of the first verse, and the 


third verse points to the time when the tabernacle 


of God began with men, as the date of both the new 
heavens and earth, and the new Jerusalem. Sofar as 
we have seen, about all the millennium advocates, 
identify these two mysteries of heaven; or at least 
make them coincident in time, covering the one 
thousand years of Rev. 20. But their admission of 
the fact that they are inclusive of each other, or at 
least coetaneous, utterly spoils their millennium 
hope again. For we have positively proved that 
the new Jerusalem was already on earth in the first 
century. 

We shall now produce positive evidence that the 
new heavens and earth, and the new Jerusalem are 
one and the same thing, and that they both refer to 
the church of the new dispensation, and were ushered 
into this world at the close of the legal economy, 
and the setting up of the new order of ‘Christ. 

We begin at Isa. 65: 12 and read to 16th verse. 


“Therefore wHl I number you to the sword,andye 
shall all bow down to the slaughter: because when [ es 
calied, ye did not answer; when I spake, ye did not 
hear; but did evil before mine eyes, and did choose : i 


that wherein I delighted not. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, my 
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servants shall eat, but ye shall be hungry: behold, my 
servants shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty: behold, 
my servants shail rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed. 

Behold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart, 
but ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl 
for vexation of spirit. 

And ye shall leave your name fora curse unto 
my chosen: for the Lord God shall slay thee, and 
call his servants by another name: 

That he who blesseth himself in the earth shall 
bless himself in the God of truth; and’ he that 
sweareth in the earth shall swear by the God of 
truth; because the former troubles are forgotten, 
and because they are hid from mine eyes. > Teal 65: 
12-10. 

Reader, do you not see exactly where this pro- 
phecy applies? Did not famine, starvation and an 
awful slaughter come upon the Jewish nation, at the 
close of the legal dispensation? “For the Lord God 
shall slay thee and gail hisservants by a new name.’ 
Here are two things spoken of by which we locate 
the time alluded to with absolute certainty. The 
downfall of the Jews, and the setting up of a new 
church and kingdom. Compare the last item, with 
Isa. 62: 2. ‘‘And the Gentiles shall see thy right- 
eousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shait be 
called by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord 
shall name.” Here we sce that at the time God’s 
people were to be called by a new name, the 
Gentiles were to be brought'to God’s righteousness. 
Turning to Isa, 65: 16, we have another clear 


_ intimation of the introduction of thenew dispensation. 
“That he who blesseth himself in the earth shall 
. bless himself in the God of truth,” “shall swear 
[vow] by the God of truth, because the former 
troubles are forgotten,’ 


” 


etc. “The law came by 
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Moses, but grace and truth by the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
The former system passed away and is forgotten, 
and the present law of God is the truth.” “Ye shall 
leave your name fora curse.” That nation ceased 
to be called the people of God, but down through 
the long centuries of their dispersion the name of a 


Jew has had resting upon it a curse, because they 


rejected and crucified Christ. So we say this whole 
lesson bears unmistakable application to the time 
when the Jews in the main were broken off, andthe 
Gentiles brought into the rich blessings of the new 
dispensation. But now see what stands directly 
associated with the foregoing. We read right on in 
Isa. 653 19: 

“For, behold, I create new heavens and a new 
earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor 
come into mind.” 

Surely this is just what we have read in Rev. 21:1. 


“But be ye glad and rejoice forever in that which I 


create: for behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, 
and her people a Joy. "Verse 18. 


Do you hear this? Thus saith the Lord, “I create 


new heavens anda new earth.” ‘But rejoice forever, 
in that which -I “create.” “For, behold;;® create. 
Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her peoplea jwy.”’ So, 
beloved, the new heavens and new earth which he 


said he would create, he defines as a new Jerusalem | 


and anew people in her. Beloved, in the light of 
God we affirm that this new heavens and new earth 
is simply the entirely new dispensation, the new 
church that Jesus built, and a new | created people in 
her. 


After speaking of both the new heavens and-new_ 


earth, and the new Jerusalem, “He that sat upon the 


throne said, Behold, I MAkE ALL THINGS NEW.”’— 
Rev. 21:5. Now where is this fulfilled? Answer:- 
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“Therefore af any man be in Christ, heois;a new 


creature: old things are passed away: behold, all 
things are become new. And all things are of God. 
-—2 Cor. 5: 17,18. Who cannot see the identity of 
these new creations? “Behold, I make all things new.” 
“Behold, al things are become new. ~The first 
stands connected with the new heavens, and new 
earth; the second, is located in Christ Jesus, and in 
present time: both are one andthe same. So the 
new’ heavens and new earth are found in Christ 
Jesus. Heushered ina new dispensation, builta 
new church, and gave it a new name; foundeda 
new kingdom, and gave ita new law. Became the 
mediator of the ‘“‘new testament;” opened uf a ‘new 
and a living way.” Gives all who come to hima ~ 
“new creation,” ‘new heart,’ “new spirit.” So that 


they “wa'k in newness of life,’—Rom. 7: 4, and 


“serve in newness of spirit.’—Rom. 7:6. Yea, “he 
that sits upon the throne of our hearts, saith, | make 
all things new.’ 

Adam stood at the head of the old creation, which 
was cursed and marred by his sin. But Christ came 
a‘“second Adam.” 1 Cor. 15: 45-47. Ah! beloved 
reader, what does that title signify? Even this, that 
Christ enacted -a ‘new creation.“ “Fort in: Uris 
Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor 
uncircumcision, but a new creature.’ ‘'New crea- 
tion,’—other versions. Gal. 6:15. So also 2 Cor. 5:. 
17, is rendered “new creation.” In this new heavens 
and earth Christ was the “firstborn of every creature.” 
Col. 1: 15. And the apostles confessed themselves 
“a kind of firstfruits of his creatures, [ creation ].”— 
Jas. 1: 18. ‘Fhey were the very first who were 
transformed from the old creation into the new. 

The new heavens denote a new dispensation and 
new church; it all came down from God out of 
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heaven. And its membership was not composed of 


men and women of this earth as they were in this 
earth. That would have been a new heavens and the 
same old earth. But the creatures of this sin-cursed 
earth entering the new heavenly institution, w--e 
also created new. Hence there were new heavens 
and also a new earth. “BEHOLD, ALL THINGS ARE 
BECOME NEW.” The old earth is corrupt. But Christ 
says the redeemed were oe him “OUT OF THE 
WORLD,” and “are not of the world even as he is 
not of the world. ”—John 17: 6, 16. 

Entering the new Sees saeal heaveus we are 
raised, far atove the old sinful earth, ‘“‘where we sit 
with Christ Jesus in heavenly places.”—Eph. 2: 4-6. 
This heavenly place is the “heavenly Jerusalem.” 
Fleb.a127 22. 


And becoming anew earth ourselves, by a new 


creation in the heavenly, the literal heavens and’ 


earth around us have also, in a sense, become new. 


Salvation changes the whole face of nature; the 


earth puts on a new beauty; itis indeed a new earth. 
“The desert blossoms as the rose.” The mystic 
clouds and blazing worlds become a new heaven 
over our heads. What truly saved man can deny 
the fact that to his consciousness the heavens and 


the earth and all things became new when he was. 


brought into the new creation of the second Adam 


_—Christ? Soin every way we may consider this. 


new life in Christ; it is a fact, both in scripture, and 
in experience that itis a radical new heavens and 
new earth. All glory to Him who sits ues the 
throne of the new creation! 


But there yet remains to be considered two, and. 


only two texts in the Bible, which thus speaks of 
the new dispensation of heaven’s love. 
‘For as the new heavens and the new earth, which 
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I will make, shall remain before me, saith the Lord, 
so shall your seed and your name remain,’—Isa. 
GEE92: : 


Here is a sublime and glorious announcement. 
We have seen in the previous chapter the Jews “left 
their name for a curse,” and their entire system was 
abolished. It was only a temporary code to remain 
till -Christ ‘camé =Gal.*32 19, — And “because<that 
nation rejected and crucified the Son of God, they 
were cut off with their law. But there will be no 
more dispensational changes. And as the elements 
of this new creation, new dispensation and church, 
shall remain before God forever, “so shall your seed 
[believers in Christ, Gal. 3: 29] and your name 
remain.’ The church of this dispensation shall 
never be supplanted by another system, bearing 
another name. No, the church of the living God 
shall endure forever, and her name shall never pass 
away. The idea in thetext is simply this: We have 
now come to the final and eternal church and law of 
God. And as this new heaven and earth shall ever 
remain before God, so likewise there shall never be 
an extinction of the holy seed that dwellin her, nor 
of their name. The church and kingdom of God 
shall endure forever and ever; both in its divine 
elements and in its holy membership; and also in 
its name. Amen. 

The last text is found in 2 Pet. 3:13. Here the 
new heavens and new earth are spoken of after this 
world is burned up. 


As the precious spirit of God has taught us, we 


- teach you the truth of this text. 


While Paulin his epistles makes prominent the 
inheritance of entire sanctification, which we already 
enjoy in- this lifé;~Acts- 202-32. 26:18. Gol. lin, 
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Eph. 1: 11. The apostle Peter dwells more on the 
future hope of the church. Hence he speaks of an 
“inheritance reserved in heaven for us.”’—1I Pet. 1: 4. 
How will we reconcile the two? Simply thus! Our 
inheritance really is holiness, the heaven element. 
But heaven isa place as well asacondition. The 
_ heaven state is holiness, entire sanctification; and 
_ the heaven locality is the place of God’s throne, the 
home of angels, and future abode of the redeemed. 
So the inheritance which the apostle says, ‘we have 
Obtained: 2in Christ; Eh. -1: .maperelates . to that 
perfect holiness which constitutes the moral atmos- 
phere, and very elements of heaven; and which we 
may therefore denominate the heaven state. While 
that which is reserved for our future enjoyment, is 
the heaven location. The heaven'y condition must 
be attained before entering the heavenly world. 
Both are called our inheritance. But the former is 
the all-important element itself; whereas the latter 
is simply that more glorious realm where we shall 
enjoy the inheritance of divine holiness after this, 
our present abode, shall have perished. That 
perfect holiness, the image of God, is more pre-em- 
inently our joyful inheritance, is secn from the fact 
that it is the one essential element of happiness. 
In the possession of this di\ine nature the soul has 
within itself the very embodiment of bliss. No 
place in the universe can deprive him of fellowship 
with, and the enjoyment of God. In short, men can 
and do enjoy pure divine bliss outside the heavén 
location, but not without holiness of heart. Andon 
the other hand, were a person placed in the midst 
of heaven without perfect holiness, there would be 
utter wretchedness. Therefore it must be apparent 
to all that divine holiness otf heart is essentially our 
inheritance, whereas heaven is also so called, because 
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the place where we shall enjoy the blessedness of 
the divine inheritance forever. 

And just as the scriptures show a present and 
eternal inheritance, consisting of the wholly sancti- 
fied state; and also an inheritance reserved in 
heaven for us, denoting the future place where we 
shall continue to enjoy the inheritance of divine 
holiness; so also is it with the new heavens and the 
_hewearth. We have proved them identical with 
the new Jerusalem, which is the bride, the Lamb’s 
wife,—the church; and have located them, by the 
testimony of divine truth, in the present dispensation 
of divine love and grace. But here again the 
apostle Peter, asin the case of the inhcritance,is look- 
ing out tor the future of God’s church. Therefore 
he informs us that after this world is burned up we 
shall continue to live inand erjoy the same holy 
church of God in a future world. Here we enjoy 
the new creation in the midst of the old creation, 
wherein sin abounds but grace much more. There 
we shall enjoy the new heavens and earth in a world 
‘that exposes us to no unholy environments; but 
“where n dwelleth righteousness.” 

The new heavens and new earth, is the new 
Jerusalem, and the latter is the church of God, and 
she is one “family in heaven and earth.”—Eph. 3:15. 

We close this chapter with the following excellent 
words from the nen of Brother W. A. Haynes: “For 
behold, I create new heavens anda new earth; and 
the former [ heaven and earth | shall not be remem- 
bered, nor come into mind.”—Isa. 65:17. The old 
firmament of doubts, sins and wretchedness that 
hung over our souls has vanished. “The earth in 
which crooked paths were made, and Satan frolicked 
about with hisschemes of deception, has disappeared, 
never more to be remembered, .We receive a new 
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earth, or eiodious' plane of truth to walk upon. We 
receive a new heaven, or the great expansion of 
God’s eternal truth, or the beautiful firmament of 
perfected love, in which Jesus Christ the sun of 
righteousness is situated, throwing his rays over the 
inhabitants of this world, the “which is diffused 
throughout all creation, around whom we, the saints 
of God as the stars of this new ‘firmament [ Dan. 
12: 3] revolve, receiving and reflecting the light of 
Christ into this dark world. Our citizenship is in 
heaven [the abode of God our king]. Phil. 3: 20. 
Therefore the same new heavens and earth received 
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now, are the same ones we look to enjoy when this — 


world is consumed by the judgment of God. Even 
though we are a new creation, receive a new kingdom, 
new heavens and earth, we for the glory of God 
must sojourn here for a time, 1 Peter 1:17, even 
until time ends. Then this world being destroyed 
‘we just pass from that awful scene to the land of 
-our naturalization wherein dwelleth righteousness. 


= E We are now living in the new heaven and earth on 


time’s side and are surrounded by sin. But then we 
enter eternity’s side where no temptation comes, 
toils are over, and where righteousness alone dwells.” 


——___—___¢@4—< —_—_____— 


14th THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORY SHALL COVER 
THE EARTH, AS THE WATERS COVER THE SEA. 


Persons holding the millennium tradition are 





cover the : sea.’ 


we have the presént reign of God's grace announced — 


# 


* 


often heard apres penne scripture . like aS 


the Bible. tive will now notice ci. : 
which such a notion has been created. In Isa. 11, 
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-as follows: “And there shall come forth a rod out 


of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of 
his roots: and the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon 
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 


_ spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 


and of the fear of the Lord.’—lIsa. II: 1, 2. 
This branch is Christ. “And he shail smite the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath 


_ of his lips shall he slay the wicked.” Here is the 


authority and power with which he speaks to the 
nations through his Spirit and ministry. While the 


- whole gospel era “sends forth judgment to victory.” 


The smiting of the earth refers more particularly to 
the present judgment of all the false creeds, and 
systems, and spurious professions of these last days, 
while God is summoning all nations down in the 
valley of Jehoshaphat, and judging them by the ~ 
standard of truth: “Joel. 322)-12- Rev. 17:71. -And*— 
is by the fire of the Holy Spirit burning the rubbish 
of false religion, Isa. 4: 3, 4.. 10: 17~23, which 


destroys the sect yokes from his people. See verse 


27. Vhis is a judgment preparatory to the judgment — 
of the.last day, and results in the separation ofa 
pure holy remnant, overflowing with righteousness. 
That remnant called out of Babylon and washed in 
the blood of the Lamb, becomes the bride of Christ, 


ready for the coming Bridegroom. Rev. Ig: 7,8. 


Returning to Isa. 11, let us continue to read. “The 
wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 


~- shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the 
-young lion and the fatling together; anda little 


child shall lead them. 
And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young 


_ ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. 


_ And the sucking child shall play on the hole of 
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the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on 
the cockatrice’ den: 

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowl- 
edge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.’’—Isa. 
II: 6-9. 

Here it is supposed that the earth will be so purified 
from the effects of sin that the savage animals will 
become harmless. But if the earth will be burned 
over, will not all the animals perish, as they did 
under the flood? Will God have some one build 
another ark to preserve the species? or will he 
resurrect the animals, or create them again? One of 
of the three he would have to do. But such things 
are too absurd to talk about, and utterly without 
scripture support. What then does it mean? The 
spiritual understand it very well. ‘The fact is, this 
state of things is not descriptive of the earth, but 
“they shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain.’—Ver. 9. About the same remark is 
made concerning the animals in Isa. 65:25, and it is 
confined to God’s holy mountain. This holy moun- 
tain is certainly the church, as many scriptures 
clearly show. But we all know that earthly animals 
have no place in the ‘spiritual house” of God. This 
however is true, the Biblé uses different animals to 
eXpress various human characters. God’s children 
are compared to sheep (John 10: 1-8), because of 
their harmless and gentle nature. Christ ca!led 


Herod a “fox.” Luke “131-32. And wickedy mens 


generally as wolves, Luke 10: 3, also false prophets, 


Matt. 7: 15, and false teachers. Acts 20: 29. Wolves — 
are very dangerous and treacherous animals. Such ~ 
also, he would have us understand are those false 
teachers. “Beware of dogs,’ says the apostle Paul, — 
Phil. 3: 2, which he defined as “evil workers.” In _ 
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Eze. 34 we have a whole chapter full of domestic 
animals, explained as ‘‘men.” 

The description therefore of Isa. 11 simply shows 
how salvation and the holiness of the Lord takes all 
the growling, barking, and devouring nature out of 
men. So that the wolf will no more devour the 
Lord’s sheep. And even the great lion-like sinners 
that were a terror to society become as harmless as a 
calf, anda child can lead them. All the selfish, 
troublesome, and devouring nature is taken out of 
all the sanctified, so that they do not hurt nor 
destroy in all God’s holy mountain; but there is 
perfect love, fellowship, and harmony. 

And the cause of this happy state is thus given: 
“For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” ifthas 
knowledge of the Lord were spiritual and experi- 
mental, it wouldimply a holy state. But the context 
and parallel passages prove that it simply refers to 
a general diffusion of an intellectual knowledge of 
the Lord, by the gospel preached in all nations. 
The time was when the true God was only known in 
Judaand Israel. But the New Testament commission. 
says, “Preach my gospel to every creature;”’ “teach 
all nations.” “And the gospel of the kingdom must 
first be preached in all the° world, tora “witness to 
every nation, and then shall the end come.” ‘The 
heathen: shall know that I am the Lord.”—Eze. 36: 23. 

There was a very rapid spread of the gospel of 
Ghrist nearly all over the then known world in the 
early period of the church. And there shall bea 





z _ glorious flood of divine truth spread over every 
'. nation in these last days. Whether men will obey 
| the gospel and become savingly acquainted with 





God or not, they must receive an intellectual knowl- 
edge of the Lord by the hearing Of the vrord, and 


= = ee ee 
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thus be prepared to stand before the judgment 
bar without excuse for their sins. But only a 
remnant shall believe in these last days, and be 


turned trom darkness to light; though the gospel of © 


God's kingdom is preached in all the world, in every 
nation, as a witness unto all men, just before the end 
comes. So our Savior informs us. Matt. 24: 14. 
Daniel speaks of the same thing. Referring to 
the ‘time of the end,’—Dan. 12: 4,—he says, “many 
shall run to and fro, and KNOWLEDGE SHALL BE 
INCREASED.” Thus shall the knowledge of the true 
God cover all the earth, as a witness to every nation, 
just before the end of time. And it is true, thank 
God, that many will be saved; for we read again in 
verse 3, ‘And they that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament, and they that turn many 
to righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” But 
no where is it written in the Bible that all will make 
a saving use of this knowledge and become righteous. 
But read again in versesg, 10, “The words are 
closed up and sealed till the time of the end—A 
short period of,time just before the coming of Christ. 
—-Many shall be purified, made white and tried; but 
the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the 
wicked shall understand; but the wise shall under- 
stand.” The true light shall shine everywhere; 
many will be really saved from sin, and be clothed 
in white raiment; as we see the bride after coming 
out of Babylon. Rev. 18: 23. 19: 7, 8. But at the 


same time the greater mass will remain wicked, and | 


not understand the signs of the times. Hence will 
be taken in surprise by the coming of Christ. 


But many shall be purified. That refers to ‘the | al 
fact that the many running to and fro by heaven’s = — 
commission preach true holiness of heart. That is — 
corroborated by this prophecy: . 
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“Woe to him that buildeth a-town with blood, and 
establisheth a city by iniquity. 

Behold, is it not of the Lord of hosts that the 
people shall labor in the very fire, and the people 
shall weary themselves for very vanity? 

For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of 
the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 


Woe unto him that giveth his neighbor drink, that 
puttest thy bottle to him, and makest him drunken 
also, that thou mayest look upon their nakedness!” 
— Hab. 2: 12-15. 


The same Holy Spirit fire that purifies a remnant, 
and makes them white and spotless for the reception 
of the Lord, also consumes the sectarian structures ~ 
that men have built up in these last days.. But 
blinded by their party zeal which is idolatry, they 
do not see that God is rejecting all these earth-born 
factions, and calling his people out of them. Hence 
the foolish sect builders weary themselves, trying to 
build up what God is burning down, It is an awful 
fact that they build their city even with the blood 
of slaughtered souls, and establish it with iniquity. 
“Woe unto them.” 

But this is what makes it a hard task to build up 
sectism any more. Every where the true light of 
God is revealing the corruption of this great babel of 
confusion; and drawing the line of distinction be- 


tween God’s church and the unholy schisms; so that 


sinners see the difference, and a- large portion of 


society already have no confidence in, or respect for 

the modern sects. This is all implied in these words: 

__ “The people shall labor in the very fire, and the 

people shall weary themselves for very vanity. 

For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge OF 
the glory. of the Lord.” | 
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This language, you see, is even stronger than that 
of Isa.11:9. There it is, “The knowledge of the 
Lord,” here, “the knowledge of the glory of the 
Lord.” This signifies the knowledge of the holiness 
of the Lord. It refers to the great holiness reform- 
ation that is sweeping over the earth like a fire. 

Jesus prayed the Father to sanctify the church, and 
referring to the same state, said, “The glory which 
thou gavest me, I have given them, that they may 
be one even as we are one.’—John 17: 17, 22. This 


divine glory makes the church perfectly one. And- 


you will find it defined in Heb, 2: 11, “For both he 
that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified are all 
of one.”” This sanctifying and unifying glory of the 
Lord is received by the Holy Spirit. “But we all 
with open face, beholding as in a glass, the glory of 
the Lord, are® changed. into the same image, from 
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”— 
2AL0r 3" 18, 

But we cannot follow this excellent glory farther. 
Not only the knowledge of. the true God, but also 
that of his holiness shall flood all thts earth in these 
- last days. And yet at the same time proud, wicked 
sects. will be zealously building up their corrupt city, 
with the woe of God uponthem, Yea, more, as 
seen in the above words of the prophet Habakkuk, 
this shocking and awful saloc: ‘usiness will be 
running on in this world contemporaneous with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord that will cover 


-the earth as the waters cover the sea. ‘Woe unto. 
him that giveth his neighbor drink, that puttest thy 


bottle to him, and makest him drunk.” 


This divine glory to be spread abroad every 


wliere, and the two elements: mentioned just before 
and after it, constitute three leading great charac- 
teristics of these very days; and more fully develop- 
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_ing for the time immediately before us. Namely, 


God’s pure and holy remnant swiftly running 
everywhere spreading the fire of God’s holiness. 
While on its right and left are raised up against it 
two great bulwarks of sin and wickedness. — First, 
the apostate and soul-devouring city of sect confusion 
drunk on the wine of her fornication, and destroving 
millions of souls with her false hopes and worldly 
policy; and on the other hand the corrupt world, 
intoxicated with covetousness, and drunk in the 


4 filth of intemperance. ‘ 


There are many other scriptures that show there 
shall be a general diffusion of the knowledge of the 
true God and his truth in these last days. 

“And he shall send his angels with a great sound 
of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his 
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven 
to the other. 

Now learn a parable of the fig tree; when his 
branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye 
know that summer is nigh: so lkewise ye, when ye 
shall see all these things, know that it is near, even 
at the doors.’’—Matt. 24: 31-33. 

These angels are God’s messengers, or ministers. 
They gather his elect, or true children together, into 
the one faith delivered to the saints by the Lord 
Jesus Christ. This they do by preaching the almigltty 


truth, the great sound of a trumpet. And-they ° 


shall sound it in every place “from one end of heavén 
to the other.” This must swiftly goon until the 
knowledge of the Lord shall cover the whole earth. 

In Rev..14: 6, 7, we see this ministry represented 
by one angel, “Fly in the midst of heaven, having 
the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that 


dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, 


and tongue, and people. Saying with a loud voice, 


te 
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Fear God and give clory to him, for the hour of his 
judgment is come” 

The judgement here alluded to may refer to the 
‘Judgment of the great whore,” now in progress, or 
it may refer to the final day of judgment; and ‘at 
hand,” signify, near to come. The poor hirelings 
and their starved flocks, think the present truth of 
God preached with the Iloly Spirit sent down from 
heaven is a very “loud voice.” And they cannot 
endure the sound doctrine. Obscrve this flood of 
truth must go “to all that dwell onthe earth, of 
every nation, kindred, tongue and people.” Hence 
it will cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. 

In Isa. 52: 7, this latter-day flying ministry is 
spoken of as “publishing salvation.” And saying 
unto Zion [-God’s church |,““Thy God reigneth.” Lhat 
means deliverance from all other gods and lords. 

Inthe next verse we are told they shall sing 
together, and “sce eye to eye,’ which signifies their 
perfect harmony in spirit, faith, doctrine, and life. 
And the effect of their preaching is noted in verse 1, 
“Put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the 
holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come 
into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean.” 
Tere is the pure church of God restored to view, as 
it was at the beginning, without a sinner presuming 


to claim membership. 


Nahum refers to the same ministry, producing the 
same glorious work of a perfect separation and.a 


pure church. “For the wicked shall no more pass 
through thee; he is utterly cut off.’-—Nahum I: 15. 

Let us bring one more text that relates to the — 
knowledge of the Lord covering the earth as the 


waters the sea. 


“Judgment also will’ I lay to the line, and iene 


eousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep 
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away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall 
overflow the hiding place. 

And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, 
and your agreement with hell shall not stand; when 
the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye 
shall be trodden down by it.”—Isa. 28: 17, 18. 

The refuges of lies are the many sect organisms 
that men are trusting in. But God is sending forth 
aministry through whom he can “lay judgment to 
the line” of his word, and “righteousness to the 
plummet” of truth. “And the hail’—which in Rev. 
8:7 is associated with the fire and blood. ‘These 
three make up the elements of the true gospel of 
holiness. Hail denotes the judgment, power and 
authority given to the saints of God. Fire, the Holy 
Spirit; the blood, the precious blood of Christ which 
cleanseth from all sin. “And the hail shall sweep 
away the refuges of lies, and the waters [| God’s 
truth] shall overflow the hiding place.” Whena_ 
great freshet overflows a place where small animals 
have burrowed in the earth, they can no longer hide 
in their dens. The water will follow them no matter 
how deep they dig. They must come forth or 
drown. Just so God’s truth is being poured forth in 
torrents. It utterly overflows all the sect, association, 
band, and secret order hiding places. And men 
niust come out of them or die. Where the present 
truth of God streams forth in the Spirit, men can no 
longer hide in the low places of their sect. Can 


not carry a profession of Christ while living in sin, 


and ease their conscience because they are as good 


~ as the rest of “their church;” wien, in fact, about 
—allare sinners together. Nor can they hide under 


| . the falsehood which. covers the largest portion of 





” 


_~ sectism; namely, “No one can be perfect;” “no one 


can live free from sin,’ etc, All these refuges are 


* 
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submerged by the truth of God’s perfect salvation. 


So this knowledge of the Lord, and of the glory of 
the Lord, comes as an ‘overflowing scourge,’ when 
men are at ease undera “covenant with death,” and 
an “agreement with hell;’ such as sect vows and 
covenants, and secret society oaths. And it de- 
mands that all these be disannulled, and men should 
only vow allegiance to the God of truth. But there 
is no evidence that all will receive the truth and be 
saved. In fact the uniform voice of truth is that 
only a remnant obey the voice of Ged, aad prepare 
to meet the Lord; but as to the massés, “Behold, the 
word of the Lord is unto them a reproach, ”__Jer, G 

10. “For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy One of 


Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in 
quietness and confidence shall be your strength: and 


ye would not.’—Isa., 30:15. : aa 
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16th. HISTORY OF THE MILLENNIUM. 


The word “millennium” is not in the English 


Bible, nor yet in the Greek New Testament. - It is- 


a Latin term, denoting a thousand years. 
We have said that signs announced the coming of 


Christ near. Upon this point all millennium teachers 


agree with us. We have shown that the scriptures 
most emphatically teach that his coming will be the 
hour of the general resurrection, the day of final 
and universal judgement, and the burning up of this 
entire earth. Where then does the millennium come 
in? We answer that it only occupies a place in the 
creeds of the dark ages of confusion, and the 
superstitious notions of men. That is the only 
realm the Bible leaves for it. History gives us aS 
following introduction of the tradition; 
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rinthus required his followers to retain part of 


mple of Christ; and taught that after the 
resurrection, Christ would reign upon earth, with 
his faithful disciples, a thousand years, which would 
be spent in the highest sensual indulgences. ‘This 
mixture of Judaism and oriental philosophy was 
calculated to make many converts, and this sect 
_ became very numerous. They admitted a part of 
St. Matthew’s gospel, but rejected the rest, and held 
the epistles of Paul in great abhorrence.’ —GREGORY 
-AND RurTeErR’s CuurcH History, Page 30. 
Cerinthus was one of the worst heretics of the 
first century, and was utterly rejected by God’s 
church. . 
History agrees very decidedly as to the source of 
the notion. We gather a few extracts from ENcy- 
CLOPEDIA BrirannicA. ‘Nowhere in the discourse 
of Jesus is there a hint of a limited duration of the 
Messianic kingdom. The apostolic epistles are 
» equally free from any trace of chiliasm.”—Article 
on Aleflenniane. 
“Tt was the universal feeling among primitive 


Christians that they were l.ving in the last oe ote 


the world’s history.” Vol. 8, page 534. 

If they believed the guide book that Christ, aid 
the apostles left them, they could not possibly 
believe any thing else. They did not therefore 
believe in another thousand-year age to come. 

Where did the idea originate? From the ‘‘Apoe- 
alypse of Baruch,” and other ancient fabulous books 
of the Jews. Quoting the Revelator in Rev. 20 the 
article in Enc. Brit. thus remarks: ‘More than this, 
John did not say. But other ancient. Christian 
‘authggs were not so cautious. Accepting the Jewish 
lypse as sacred books of, venerable antiquity, 
vy a 
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they read them eagerly, and transferre 
contents bodily into Christianity.” “The 
expectations are adopted, for example by Paprts. 
He actually confounds expressions of Jesus with 
verses from the Apocalypse of Baruch.” 

Eusebius, whose history was the first after the 
inspired Acts of the Apostles, written in the fourth 
century, thus says of Papias: “The same historian 
also gives other accounts, which he says he adds as 
received by him from unwritten tradition, likewise 
certain strange parables of our Lord, and of his 
doctrine, and some other matters rather too fabulous. a 
In these he says there would be acertain millennium 
after the resurrection, and that. there would bea 
corporeal reign of Christ on this earth; which things 
he appears to have imagined, as if they were 
authorized by the apostolic narrations, not under- 
standing correctly those ‘matters which they pro- 
pounded mystically in their representations.. For 
he was very limited in his comprehension, as is 
evident from his discourses.” Book 3: chapter 39. _ a 

‘The idea of a millennium reign proceeded from_ 
Judaism, for among the Jews the representation was 
current, that the Messiah would reign a thousand 

years on earth.” ‘A sensuous rude fancy formed 
_-grass images of this reign; and such products of 
ww“ Jewish imaginations passed over to Christianity.”— 
NeaNbdER’s HisTORY OF CHRISTIAN Dogmas, Vol. 1, 

page 248. 

“Though millennarianism had been suppressed by 
the early church, it was nevertheless from time to 
time revived bv heretical sects. Millennarian notions 
were propounded in the prophesies of Foachim.”— 
HacGensacn’s History. Vol. 2: 119. | 

Referring to the millennium, Dr. ScHarr, History 
page 299, says, “The Jewish hope ofa Messiax. 
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